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rr^HERE  is  fcarcely  an  individual  in  the 
*  nation,  whofe  thoughts  have  not  full 
employment  given  to  them  by  the  accef- 
new  monarch  to  the  crown.  The 


of  a 


fion 

lowed  as  well  as  the  highed  ranks  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  look  upon  themfelves  as  intereded  in 
the  great  event.  Our  tradefmen  and  manufac- 
turers  view  it  as  promoting  or  checking  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  their  refpedive  branches  of  commerce 
and  occupations.  Others  again,  who  join  idle— 
nefs  to  affluence,  are  fond  of  the  profpeft  of  a 
new  reign,  merely  as  it  will  open  new  (cenes 
to  gratify  their  gaping  curiofity.  Even  the  fair 
fex  find  themfelves  deeply  concerned  in  the  im¬ 
portant  crifis ;  and,  perhaps,  are  puzzled,  whe¬ 
ther  they  have  mod  reafon  to  lament  tire  table 
uniformity  of  drefs  to  which  they  are  doomed; 
or  to  rejoice,  that  they  have  been  already  en¬ 
tertained  with  the  melancholy  fplendor  of  a 
royal  funeral,  and  are  foon  to  be  leaded  with 

the  pompous  (hew  of  a  coronation. - If  we 

dep  into  the  political  world,  the  agitation  and 

B  hurry 


/>, 


hurry  increafes ;  the  hopes  and  fears  of  every 
one,  who  looks  upon  himfelf  as  conneded  with 
government,  arc  all  afloat;  ambition  is  at  work 


dant  in  the  drawing-room,  to  the  ftately  mi¬ 
nister  in  the  council  chamber,  we  find  nothing 
but  the  eagernefs  of  expectation,  or  the  anpre- 
henfions  of  disappointment,  painted  in  every 
face. 

Amidft  this  ft  range  tumult  of  bufinefs  and 
of  idlenefs,  of  condolance  and  congratulation, 
though  I  am  too  inconsiderable  a  member  of 
the  community,  to  think  I  have  any  right  to 


mix  as  an  adtor,  on  the  theatre  of  public  life  ; 


at  the  fame  time,  1  have  fo  much  vanity  as*  to 
think  myfelf  confiderable  enough  to  be  indulged 
in  giving  mv  fentiments  how  I  could  wifh 
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do  juftice  to  my  zeal  as  an  Englijhman-,  and> 
at  leaft,  look  upon  this,  my  firft,  and  1  believe 
laft  attempt,  as  an  author,  to  be  a  proof  of  my 
lincere  attachment  to  his  majefty’s  perfon  and 
government ;  and  didtated  from  a  heart  that 
pants  with  an  ardent  zeal  to  fee  him  great,  and 
his  people  happy. 


Happy  as  it  was,  that  providence  extended 
the  life  of  his  late  majefty,  till  a  fucceffor  ar¬ 


rived  at  an  aye  that  fpurns  the  fetters  of  a  re¬ 
gency,  and  delivers  the  nation  from  the  confu- 
lion  incident  to  a  minority  ;  it  is  ftill  greatly  to 
be  lamented,  that  his  reign  was  not  prolonged 
till  he  had  compofed  that  ferment  which  now 
rages  throughout  Europe;  that  fo  he  might 
leave  no  other  care  to  his  royal  grandfon,  but 
the  eafy  and  pleating  one  of  bleffing  his  fub- 
jedts,  by  cultivating  the  arts  of  foreign  and  do- 
meftic  peace.  But  alas !  the  acceflion  of  his 
prefent  majefty  hath  happened  at  a  bufy  and 
perplexing  crifis.  He  hath  been  forced  to  lay 
hold  of  the  helm  of  ftate  while  the  veffel  is 
ftill  toft  by  a  violent  ftorrn  ;  and,  though  not 
in  danger  of  fhipwreck,  liable  to  many  acci¬ 
dents  before  fire  can  be  brought  into  a  fafe 
harbour. 


But  it  is  not  my  intention  to  enlarge  upon 
the  difficulties  of  this  fort,  with  which  his 
majefty  begins  his  reign.  With  regard  to  the 
war,  and  our  behaviour  towards  our  allies, 
there  can  be  but  one  path  to  walk  in ;  and 
when  the  method  of  conduit  is  agreed  upon, 
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confluences,  however  difagreeable,  will  be 
lefs  perplexing.  Adherence  to  the  fame 
counfcls  by  which  the  war  hath  hitherto  been 
conducted,  will  ftill,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  pro¬ 
duce  happy  effects;  and  it  muft  be  left  to  time, 
and  to  cncumftances,  to  find  out  a  proper  means 
or  reconciling  the  Ioffes  of  our  allies  on  the 
continent  of  Europe,  with  our  own  advantages 
in  America;  and  of  extricating  them  from  the 
danger  tnat  tnreaten  their  poffeffions,  without 
iacnficing  our  own  conquefts ;  conquefts  pur- 
chafed  at  the  expence  of  fo  many  millions  * 
wnich  our  enemies,  we  are  certain,  are  unable 
to  recover  by  force,  and  which  therefore,  can¬ 
not  be  loft  but  by  weak  negotiations. 

\  /hat  principally  hath  given  rife  to  this  my 
attempt  as  a  writer,  is  my  eagernefs  to  exprefs, 
in  the  mod  public  manner,  my  hopes  and 
my  wifhes  that,  to  the  neceffarv  difficulties, 
occasioned  by  the  war,  under  which  his  ma- 
jefty  has  mounted  the  throne,  unneceffary 
ones  may  not  be  fupperadded,  by  the  avarice  or 
am  ration  of  courtiers,  by  the  claims  and  impor- 
tunities  cf  candidates  for  power  and  places  ;  by 
the  ftruggle  of  parties,  and  the  competition  of 
fid. ions,  eaca  aiming  to  be  the  monopolizers  of 
tne  royal  favor,  and  forcing  themfelves,  if  they 
can,  into  employments. 


?  am  very  fenfible  of  the  great  nicety  of  my 
fubjeci,  but  1  fhail  endeavour  to  treat  it  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  every  friend  of  the  conftitution 
may  be  convinced  of  the  rectitude  of  my  inten¬ 
tions, 
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tions,  and  own  that  I  am  not  altogether  un¬ 
worthy  to  be  looked  upon  as  one  of  thofe 
bonefi  men,  whofe  affiftance  his  majefty  has 
called  for  from  the  throne. 

Were  it  poiiible  for  me  to  be  conveyed,  for  a 
few  moments,  to  the  clofet,  under  the  form  of 
fome  Mentor,  I  fhould  think  myfelf  obliged  by 
every  didate  of  loyalty,  and  every  counfel  of 
prudence,  to  recommend  and  enforce  this  mod 
feafonable  piece  of  advice;  —  to  be  upon  the 
guard  againft  the  artful  applications  of  every  fet 
of  courtiers  ;  and  by  a  proper  firmnefs  to  con¬ 
vince  every  one  that  we  have  a  monarch  on 
the  throne,  who  knowing  that  he  reigns  in  the 
hearts  of  an  united  people,  is  determined  not  to 
refign  himfelf  to  the  infolent  pretenfions  of  any 
confederacy  of  minifters. 

The  importance  and  feafonablenefs  of  fuch 
advice  is  felf-evident.  For  if  any  fuch  con¬ 
federacy  fhould  be  forming,  or  already  form¬ 
ed  (  though  I  cannot  fuppofe  any  body  fo 
weak,  or  fo  wicked  as  to  engage  in  it)  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  treated,  at  its  fir  ft  ap- 
pearance,  will  have  very  decifive  confequences ; 
in  fhort,  it  will,  in  a  great  meafure,  deter¬ 
mine,  whether  the  prince  upon  the  throne,  is 
to  reign  over  a  free  and  united  people,  with 
that  full  extent  of  power  which  our  well-poifed 
government  allows  to  the  crown,  or  whether 
he  is  to  content  himfelf  with  the  fliadow  of 
royalty,  while  a  fet  of  undertakers  for  his  bufi- 
nefs,  intercept  his  immediate  communication 
With  his  people,  and  make  ufe  of  the  legal  pre- 

8  locatives 


(  6  ) 

rogatives  of  their  mafter ,  to  eftablilh  the  illegal 
claims  of  factious  oligarchy ,  ° 

It  were  no  difficult  talk,  perhaps,  to  draw 
a  ridiculous  enough  pifture  of  the  groupes  of 
candidates  for  court-favors,  on  fuch  occasions 
as  the  prefent;  and  to  defcribe  with  that  ludi¬ 
crous  feverity  which  it  deferves,  the  infat iable 
third:  of  thofe  who,  though  they  have  been  in¬ 
toxicated,  for  years,  with  the  moft  copious 
draughts  of  the  cup  of  power,  are  hill  fo  un¬ 
reasonable  as  to  be  craving  for  more,  to  the  ut¬ 
ter  exclufion  of  numbers,  who  have  an  equal 
right  to  tafte  it  in  their  turn.  But  the  fcramble 
for  power  and  places,  which  of  late  years  hath 
been,  as  it  were,  the  great  aim  of  aim  oft  every 
one  who  approached  the  throne,  and  which  I 
fo  ardently  with  may  not  revive  at  this  junc¬ 
ture,  is  more  the  object  of  grave  fentiment  than 
of  giddy  ridicule.  We  may  laugh  at  the  private 
foibles  of  the  great,  but  cannot  help  being 
Blocked  at  their  public  corruption.  They  are 
fit  fubj.ds  for  the  poet’s  fatire,  when  we"  view 
them  confederating  at  a  horfe  race,  or  a  gaming 
table ;  but  of  the  patriot’s  indignation,  when  we 
confider  their  conduct  in  public  life,  andobferve 
their  factious  combinations  to  lay  violent  hands 
on  every  lucrative  employment;  true  to  their 
own  mercenary  concerns,  but  regardlefs  of  the 
national  intereft  ;  devoted  to  fome  minifter,  at 
whofe  levee  they  bow  with  lervility ;  and  fcarce- 
ly  owning  an  obligation  to  the  royal  hand,  which 
decency  obliges  them  to  kils. 

It  muft  give  every  lover  of  his  country  real 

fat  if-. 

» 
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fatisfadlion,  that  thofe  eminent  counfellors,  who 
advifed  and  conducted  the  prefent  war,  are  con¬ 
tinued  in  employment  at  this  time,  that  they 
may  not  be  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  dif- 
playing  their  abilities,  in  extricating  the  nation 
out  of  thole  difficulties  and  diflrefies,  in  which, 
during  their  counfels,  it  was  firft  involved.  But 
at  the  fame  time,  I  Should  be  forry  to  fee  any 
minifter,  or  knot  of  miniliers,  permitted  to 
grafp  univerfal  influence  in  domeftic  bufinejs , 
and  forcing  his  majefty,  at  his  firft  entrance 
upon  government,  to  nominate  to  all  the  em¬ 
ployments  about  his  perfon,  in  his  family,  and 
in  his  revenues,  not  thofe  whom  he  himfelf 
thinks  worthieft  and  likes  beft,  but  thofe  whom 
the  confederated  Party-leaders  may  think  moft 
likely  to  be  dependant  on  themfelves,and  whom 
they  may  make  ufe  of  as  their  inftruments  to 
extend  their  influence,  nay,  to  perpetuate  their 
power,  in  opposition  to  the  royal  inclination. 


A  king  who  would  hope  for  a  reign  of  con- 
fequence,  and  eafe,  mull;  begin  with  fuch  a  ilea- 
dinefs  of  condudl,  as  may  convince  every  one 
who  approaches  him,  that  he  knows  it  is  the 
duty  of  his  miniliers  to  depend  on  him,  and 
has  too  much  lpirit  to  depend  on  his  miniliers. 
If  he  Ihews  his  inclination  to  continue  particu¬ 
lar  perfons,  in  high  office,  he  mull  at  the  fame 
time,  Shew  his  relolution  to  break  all  factious 
connections  and  confederacies . 

A  new  king  furrounded  by  a  let  of  grafping 
courtiers,  each  aiming  at  the  management  of 
him,  like  a  virgin  befet  by  her  lovers,  mull, 

„  upon 
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upon  occafion,  be  able  to  check  their  importu¬ 
nity,  and  deadily  fay,  No.  The  judicious  ufe 
of  this  fhort,  but  expreffive  monofyllable,  will 
fave  a  world  of  trouble,  and  be  the  only  means  of 
preferving  his  future  honor  and  dignity.  But 
i!  once  it  be  difcovered,  that  he  durft  not  fay 
this  on  one  occalion,  his  independence  will,  on 
every  occafion,  be  attacked,  till,  at  lad,  by  re¬ 
peated  compliances,  he  fees  himfelf  doomed, 
through  his  whole  reign,  to  fufFer  violence  from 
every  one  who  lhall  have  infolence  enough  to 
make  the  attempt. 

In  a  word,  if  a  monarch  do  not  begin  bis  fo- 
vereignty  by  fuch  a  conduct,  as  will  let  the  can¬ 
didates  for  power  fee,  that  he  will  not  permit 
them  to  force  it  from  him,  he  will  at  laid  fee 
himfelf  the  fervant  of  his  own  fervants ;  the 
fountain  of  ail  honors,  without  being  able  to 
beftow  any ;  with  a  right  to  difpofe  of  every 
office  however  great,  without  being  allowed 
to  name  to  any  one  of  the  lowed;  and  if  ever 
he  fhould  endeavor  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of 
this  unhappy  date,  he  will  then  learn,  by  dear- 
bought  experience,  that  it  is  much  eafier  to 
preferve  independence,  than  to  throw  off  lub- 
jedion  ;  and  that  one  moment  of  deadinefs,  at 
the  beginning  of  his  reign,  would  have  laved 
him  years  ol  trouble  and  didrefs,  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  it. 

Thefe  rcfledions  have  too  folid  a  foundation 
in  found  poiicy  to  be  controverted  in  general  ; 
but  the  particular  application  of  them  to  the 
prefent  date  of  affairs  in  this  country,  will,  I 

forefee, 
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forefee,  meet  with  oppofition.  While  they 
coincide  with  the  fentiments  of  every  honed: 
and  independent  perfon  in  the  nation,  they  may 
perhaps  be  difagreeable  to  certain  individuals, 
who  having  long  bafked  themfelves  in  the 
warm  funfhine  of  a  court,  may,  at  laft,  think 
they  have  a  right  to  contract  within  their  own 
narrow  fphere,  every  fpark  of  that  luminary  of 
majefty,  which  was  intended  to  diffufe  light  and 
heat  to  the  numerous  and  wide-extended  ob¬ 
jects  capable  of  receiving  its  influence.— — To 
talk  of  the  independency  of  the  crown,  on  its 
own  fervants,  to  fuch  perfons,  will  have  the 
air  of  a  new  and  dangerous  dodtrine  ;  and  we 
{hall  hear  them,  no  doubt  (concealing,  with 
their  ufual  modefty,  their  private  views  under 
the  appearance  of  public  virtue,)  urge  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  the  king’s  fubmitting  to  give  up  the 
management  of  his  affairs,  and  the  exclufive 

o  ^ 

difpofal  of  all  his  employments,  to  fome  mini- 
fter,  or  fet  of  minifters,  who,  by  uniting  to¬ 
gether,  and  backed  by  their  numerous  depend¬ 
ents,  may  be  able  to  carry  on  the  meafures  of 
government. 

Th  is  ftrange  dodrine  having  been  but  toe 
fafhionable  of  late  years,  and,  in  conlequence 
of  it,  confederated  minifters  having  but  too 
frequently,  in  the  former  reigns,  offered  the 
moll  unwarrantable  violence  to  majefty,  I  fhall 
think  myfelf  very  laudably  employed,  if,  with¬ 
out  meaning  to  attack  individuals  for  what  is 
paft,  and  ftudious  only  to  guard  againft  what  is 

C  wrong 
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wrong  for  the  future,  I  offer  fome  feafonable 
reflections  on  this  great  and  national  fubjed. 

It  ufed  to  be  looked  upon  as  the  perfection  of 
the  Englijh  government,  that  the  fupreme  pow¬ 
er  is  divided  between  the  three  eftates  of  the 
kingdom,  but  according  to  the  doctrine  of  the 
above-mentioned  monopolizers  of  places,  the 
prelent  diftribution  of  power  is  a  faulty  one ; 
and,  in  order  to  correct  this  fault,  a  cabal  of 
minifters  muft  be  allowed  to  erect  themfelves 
into  a  fourth  eflate,  to  check,  to  controul,  to 
influence,  nay,  to  enflave  the  other  three.  If 
the  advocates  for  governing  by  fuch  a  fyfteni 
would  fpeak  out,  they  mud  admit  this  to  be  the 
principle  on  which  all  their  politics  proceed ; 
and  when  once  they  have  been  brought  to  own 
that  it  is  their  intention  to  annihilate  every  con- 
ftitutional  power  in  the  Britifh  legiflature,  by 
the  influence  of  a  private  unconftitutional  afib- 
ciation  of  party  leaders,  we  fhall  then  have 
much  the  fame  fort  of  elteem  for  them,  that  we 
Ihould  have  for  a  confederacy  of  a  few  lawyers, 
who  could  have  the  modefty  to  afiert,  that  in 
order  to  carry  on  the  buiinefs  of  Weftminfter- 
Hall,  as  it  ought  to  be,  the  whole  of  it  fhould 
pafs  through  their  hands  only,  and  they  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  bully  the  judges,  and  to  bribe  the  ju¬ 
ries  into  fuch  decifions  as  they  fhall  didate. 

If  minifters  fhould  infift,  that  none  but  their 
dependents  mud  be  put  into  employments,  up¬ 
on  pretence  that  if  thofe  employments  be  con¬ 
ferred  on  others,  the  juft  defigns  of  the  king 

will 
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vull  meet  with  oppofition,  what  is  this  but  to 
in  other  words,  that  private  intereft,  ava~ 
rice,  or  ambition,  are  the  only  motives  that 
guide  them  in  their  condud,  with  reyard  to  the 
public  ;  and  that  they  will  oppoie  thole  very 
mea lures  they  now  fupport,  unlels  they  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  pay  themfelves  for  fupporting  them  ? 
Can  there  be  any  thing  fo  unworthy  of  Enp- 
liflimen,  men  of  honor,  and  good  fubjeds,  as 
an  open  avowal  of  luch  fcandalous  combina¬ 
tions,  which  appear  to  be  formed  upon  this 
fingle  principle  of  ferving  the  crown,  only  for 
their  own  convenience,  and  of  oppofing  its 
meafures,  for  every  reafon,  hut  a  convidion 
that  they  are  wrong  ?  Can  there,  therefore,  be 
a  lover  ol  his  country,  who  would  not  wifh  to 
fee  the  prince  upon  the  throne  fet  all  fuch  con¬ 
federacies,  if  any  fhould  arife,  at  defiance? 
And  can  there  be  the  leaf):  doubt,  that  the  na¬ 
tion,  in  general,  would  lift  itfelf  on  his  fide,  if 
any  fet  of  all-grafping  courtiers  fhould  have  the 
infolence  to  make  attempts  on  his  independ¬ 
ence  ?  The  Englilh  are  too  fober  and  fenfible 
a  people,  to  prefer  the  dark  and  arbitrary  influ¬ 
ence  of  Ariflocracy ,  to  the  known  legal  claims 
of  a  limited  monarchy.  Their  fovereign  there¬ 
fore,  will  never  want  friends  to  ftand  by  him, 
when  the  competition  is  not  between  preroga¬ 
tive  and  liberty,  but  between  king  and  minifters: 
and  as  a  king  in  this  country,  will  find  no  party 
ftrong  enough  to  fupport  bis  government,  when 
once  the  body  of  the  nation  fees  him  do  wrong, 
fo,  on  the  other  hand,  if  he  does  what  is  right, 
fafe  in  the  affedions  of  a  great  and  generous 
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people,  no  faction  need  ever  appear  fo  formid¬ 
able,  in  its  influence  and  number  of  dependents* 
as  to  force  him  to  give  way  to  their  infolent  at¬ 
tempts  to  perpetuate  their  power*  in  oppofU 
tion  to  his  inclination. 

To  hear  feme  folks  talk  of  the  neceffity  the 
crown  is  under  to  fubmit  to  the  direction  and 
management  of  confederated  minifters,  one 
would  imagine,  that  the  times  of  the  old  barons. 
were  revived,  when  by  their  feudal  fuperiorities, 
military  vaflals,  and  numerous  retainers,  they 
could,  at  any  time,  if  they  united  together, 
meafure  fwords  with  their  fovereign  :  but  thank 
God,  thofe  times  have  been  long  at  an  end,  and 
the  great  men  of  this  country  have  no  means 
of  making  themfelves  confiderable,  and  of  pro¬ 
curing  dependents,  but  fuch  as  the  crown  fur- 
nifhes  them  with,  by  intruding  them  with  the 
direction  of  that  influence  which  is  its  own* 
which  may  be  refumed  at  pleafure,  and  which 
whenever  it  is  re  fumed,  mud  leave  the  greated 
leader  of  a  miniderial  confederacy,  as  infignifi- 
cant  as  he  was  before  thought  formidable.  If 
there  have  been  indances  in  modern  times,  that 
feem  to  contradidl  my  alfertion,  this  hath  not 
arifen  from  real  power  in  the  lubjedt,  but  from 
weak  timidity  and  ill  judged  compliance  in  the 
crown.  An  indolent  mailer,  who  gives  up  the 
entire  management  of  his  fortune  to  a  favourite 
deward,  permitting  him,  for  a  number  of  years, 
to  appoint  or  to  difplace  all  his  domedic  fer- 
vants,  to  raife  their  wages,  or  to  grant  them 
annuities  out  of  the  edate,  without  ever  con- 

trouling 
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trouling  his  intentions,  or  calling  him  to  ac¬ 
count  ;  fuch  a  perfon  as  this,  it  is  natural  to 
fuppofe,  will  find  his  fteward’s  influence  more 
extenfive  than  his  own,  in  the  family  ;  becaule 
the  individuals,  who  compofe  it,  lee  no  proba¬ 
bility  that  he  ever  means  to  extricate  him  fell, 
from  bondage.  But  when  once  they  are  con¬ 
vinced  he  really  intends  to  difmifs  his  gover¬ 
nor,  and  to  do  his  own  bufinefs,  the  domei- 
tics  will  then  find  it  their  intereft  to  be  duti¬ 
ful  ;  or  if  they  fhould  be  fo  far  impofed  upon, 
as  to  be  induced  to  join  in  a  confederacy,  to 
oppofe  their  mafter’s  intended  change,  one 
who  gives  good  wages,  need  not  fear  to  get  a 
new  fet  of  fervants,  and  therefore  can  have  no 
reafon  to  bear  with  infults  from  the  old  ones. 

The  application  of  this,  to  the  cafe  before 
us,  is  obvious.  Our  kings  have  fometimes  gi¬ 
ven  fuch  unlimited  indulgence  to  their  mini¬ 
fies,  that  thofe  put  into  employments,  fcarce- 
ly  ever  looked  beyond  the  miniflers  to  own  an 
obligation.  The  natural  confequence  of  this 
was,  that  minifters  employed  the  influence  of 
the  crown  to  make  it  fubmit  to  themfelves ; 
and  having  once  acquired  a  number  of  de¬ 
pendents,  purchafed  by  doleing  out  the  king  s 
bounty,  they  had  the  infolence  to  urge  the 
number  of  their  dependents,  as  a  reafon  why 
the  king  fhould  bow  to  their  minifterial  om¬ 
nipotence. — A  prince  who  can  be  intimidated 
by  the  cabals  of  thofe  who  derive  all  their  im¬ 
portance  and  influence  from  the  unlimited 

difpofal  they  have  had  of  his  favours,  fcarceiy 

deferves 
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deferves  pity,  becaufe  he  has  the  means  of 
liberty,  but  wants  fpirit  to  affert  it.  Let  him 
once  fhew  that  he  is  determined  to  be  looked 
upon  as  mallei ,  anu  he  will  toon  feel  he  will 
be  i  e! 'peeled  as  fuch  :  and  if  any  over-grown 
in i re, lie r  Should  think  this  an  encroachment  on 
im  olnce,  and  begin  to  fhew  his  inclination  to 
diftrefs  government,  which  he  no  longer  can 
manage  without  controul,  he  will  foon  find 
that  his  iUppofed  fi lends  were  only  the  friends 
of  his  power,  and  will  continue  firm  to  him 
no  longer  than  while  he  has  poffeffion  of  the 
means  of  gratifying  them.  In  the  age  we 
ii'.  v,  nr  there  aie  but  iew  individuals,  I  am  fure 
there  are  but  few  retainers  of  a  court,  fo  little 
attentive  to  their  own  intereft,  as  to  forget  that 
the  crown  is  permanent,  and  adminiflrations 
temporary;  that  a  king  is  fuch  all  the  days  of 
3ns  lne,  and  that  minifiers  exifl  only  by  his  plea- 
lure.  To  fuppole,  therefore,  that  a  difearded 


leader  of  party,  fhouid  find  his  myrmidons 
willing  to  continue  faithful  to  his  ftandard, 
when  it  is  fet  up  in  oppofition  to  that  of  the 
king,  is  to  fuppofe  them  capable  of  a  conduct 
to  which  their  eader  himle  f  mufl  know  they 


are  entire  ftrangers. 


The  reader  will  readily  fuppofe  that  thefe 
reflexions  are  made  without  a  view  to  particu¬ 
lar  falls,  or  without  a  lufpicion  that  any  mi- 
nifierial  cabals  are  now  forming  againft  the 
crown  ;  and  that  they  are  thrown  out  here 
only  to  fhew,  in  cafe  fuch  cabals  fhouid  be 
formed,  ai  any  future  period,  that  they  never 

can 
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can  be  formidable  to  a  prince,  who  knows  the 
extent  of  his  own  importance,  and  is  refolved 
not  to  facridce  it  to  the  ambition  of  a  few  fub- 
jedts. 

•  Indeed,  in  one  cafe,  and  in  one  cafe  only, 
can  the  fovereign  of  this  country,  ever  fear 
tne  refentment  of  a  difguded  minider,  or  of 
a  difcarded  party ;  and  that  is,  when  a  plau- 
fible  pretence  for  oppofition  can  be  taken  up, 

.  and  the  bulk  of  the  nation  induced  to  intereft 
itfelf  in  it,  and  to  believe  that  it  was  formed 
by  the  leaders  of  it,  not  on  account  of  their 
difappointments  in  the  druggie  for  power/ but 
on  account  of  their  honed  dilapprobation  of  the 

public  plan  of  government. - But  I  think  I 

may  venture  to  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that, 
were  it  podible  to  conceive  there  could  be,  at 
prefent,  an  intention  in  any  combination  of 
men  to  oppole  government,  they  could  not  dnd 
fuch  a  pretence  for  oppofition,  as  they  could  lay 
hold  of  with  any  appearance  of  decency,  or 
hopes  of  fuccefs. 

When  I  fay  this,  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the 
public  didreffes,  and  of  the  uneadnefs  every 
real  patriot  mud  feel,  and  exprefs,  when  he 
fees  this  poor  country  bleeding  at  every  vein  ; 
borrowing  annually  twelve  millions,  and  fpend- 
ing,  at  lead,  twenty  !  already  incumbered  with 
a  debt  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  ! 
and  this  amazing  load  dill  daily  increadng ! — 
When  the  lover  of  his  country  refleds  coolly 

on 
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on  this  its  prefent  fituation,  the  moft  melaiN 
choiy  reflexions  muft  fucceed  to  the  exultation 
of  conquefl:.  But  whither  will  thefe  reflediona 
lead  him  ?  Not  furely  to  charge  our  diftreffes 
to  his  majefty’s  account,  who  found  us  in 
fuch  a  Bate,  that  we  cannot  retreat  from  our 
enormous  expences,  without  ignominy,  though 
God  knows,  how  long  we  may  be  able  to  per- 
levere  in  them ! 

<  <  * 

If  then  the  diftreffes  of  the  public  furniih 
no  objed,  at  prefent,  for  the  oppolition  of  the 
patriot,  who  has  had  no  fhare  in  promoting 
the  meafures  that  have  fo  involved  us,  much 
lets  can  they  be  made  a  handle  to  inflame  the 
nation,  by  any  of  thofe  who  were  in  power 
in  the  late  reign.  Can  fuch  a  perfon,  in  cafe 
he  fhould  fail  in  acquiring  that  fhare  of  influ¬ 
ence  in  the  cabinet,  he  formerly  might  have, 
Hand  up,  with  any  confiflency  of  charader, 
to  throw  the  firft  ftone  at  meafures,  entered 
into  during  his  own  adminiftration,  and  for 
which  himfelf  and  his  afl'oeiates  were  anfwer- 
able  ?  Could  it  be  borne  to  hear  him  expati¬ 
ate  on  the  immenfe  increafe  of  the  national 
debt ;  on  the  too  great  lbare  we  have  taken  in 
the  continental  war,  and  on  the  glaring  want 
of  oeconomy  with  which  it  has  been  condud- 

ed  ? - No,  the  honeft,  the  independant  part 

of  the  nation  (the  only  part  of  it  that  govern¬ 
ment  can  wilh  to  pleafe,  or  fear  to  difdblige) 
would  be  able  to  trace,  under  this  veil  of  pa- 
triotifm,  the  real  charader  of  difappointed  am¬ 
bition. 
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bition  ;  and  would  difregard  the  barking  of  this 
flate  Cerberus,  whofe  mouth,  they  know,  can, 
at  any  time,  be  ftopt,  by  throwing  him  his 
fop. 

•  'V  *  +  *  -»  '•  *- 

But  I  ftatea  cafe  which  I  am  confident  will 
not  happen.  For  though  we  had  not  a  fuffi- 
cient  fecurity  from  the  experience  we  have  had 
of  the  difinterefted  loyalty  of  thofe  who  have 
of  late  been  accuftomed  to  power,  that  they 
tire  incapable  of  engaging  in  any  combinations 
to  diftrefs  government,  there  could  not  be  the 
lead;  reafon  to  fufpedt  that  any  of  them  could 
be  fo  imprudent ,  as  to  attempt  it,  at  a  time, 
when  they  mull  be  confcious  they  hand  great¬ 
ly  in  need  of  the  protection  of  the  crown',  that 
their  former  adminiftration  may  not  be  remem¬ 
bered  to  their  difadvantage.  In  a  word,  fhould 
ill-informed  patriotifm,  or  mercenary  ambi¬ 
tion,  ever  think  of  charging  on  this  reign  the 
bloodfhed  which  may  enfue,  and  the  additional 
millions  of  debt,  which  the  prefent  war  may 
hill  make  neceflary,  his  majefty  may  well  be 
defended  by  faying,  that  he  fuflfers  from  the 
difmal  confequences  of  meafures  entered  into 
by  former  adminiftrations ;  and  the  words  of 
Shakefpeare  may  be  well  applied  on  this  oc- 
cafion  : 

Shake  not  thy  gorey  Jocks  at  me, 

T hou  can  ft  not  fay  that  I  did  it. 

As  I  cannot  figure  to  myfelf  a  more  unhap¬ 
py  fituation  than  that  of  a  Prince,  who,  with 

D  all 
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all  the  abilities  requifite  for  his  ftation,  and 
with  all,  the  inclination  to  fupport  his  own  vir¬ 
tuous  principles,  and  his  independence,  finds 
himfelf  reduced  to  the  mortifying  neceffity  of 
fubmitting  to  be  didfated  to  by  a  cabal  of  am¬ 
bitious  fubjects,  it  is  with  Angular  pleafure  I 
have  been  able  to  remark  that  the  circumftan- 
ces  under  which  his  majefty  begins  his  reign, 
give  us  a  profpedt,  that  no  ariftocratic  ufurpa- 
tions  will  be  attempted,  or  if  they  were  at¬ 
tempted,  that  they  would  prove  as  unfuccefs- 
ful,  as  they  are  odious. 

But  however  flattering  thefe  circumftances 
are,  it  is  not  impoffible  that  unconftitutional  re- 
ftraints  on  majefty,  may  again  be  attempted  by 
aflociated  minifters.  It  will  not,  therefore,  be 
unieafonable,  to  look  back  a  little  to  thofe 
times,  when  we  know  government  was  engrof- 
fed  by  fuch  ambitious  leaders  of  party ;  and 
without  exaggerating  their  infolence,  and  the 
fatal  confequences  which  the  public  felt  from 
their  plan  of  adminiftration,  we  fhall  be  able 
to  draw  fuch  a  pidture  of  it,  as  will  ftrike  eve¬ 
ry  lover  of  his  king  and  country  with  indig¬ 
nation,  and  make  us  unite  with  heart  and  hand 
to  prevent  its  revival. 

I  fhall  confider  the  reign  of  confederated 
ftatelmen  in  two  lights ;  firft,  as  it  offered  per- 
fonal  indignities  to  the  king;  and  fecondly, 
as  it  naturally  gave  birth  to  fuch  arts  of  govern¬ 
ment  as  were  lubverfive  of  public  liberty,  and 

deftrudfive  of  the  conftitution. - The  hiftory 
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of  this  country,  in  times  not  very  remote,  will 
enable  me,  alas !  to  give  but  too  many  melan¬ 
choly  proofs  of  each  of  the  above  particu¬ 
lars. 

'  ’•i  0 

r  •  1  .  , 

Though  the  plan  of  fettering  ma]efty  in  the 
chains  of  party,  was  at  leaft  coeval  with  the 
accejjion  of  the  royal  family;  minifters,  at  fir  ft, 
couid  not  guefs  how  far  they  might  venture 
to  pufti  their  ufurped  influence.  Our  hiftory, 
fince  the  times  of  the  baronsi  had  furnifihed  few 
or  no  inftances  of  oligarchical  reftraint  put  upon 
the  crown ;  it  required  time  and  experience, 
therefore,  to  model  this  new  fyftem  of  modern 
politics.  And  furely  nothing  but  experience 
could  have  proved  it  to  be  poflible,  that  a  time 
Ihould  ever  happen,  when  the  dignity  of  the 
king  could  be  trampled  upon  without  regard 
to  decency  ;  and  when  minifters  might  prefume 
to  carry  their  infolence  fo  far  as  to  let  their 
mafter  at  defiance,  and  to  govern  in  lpite  of 
him. - 1  need  not  enter  into  many  parti¬ 

culars,  to  enable  my  readers  to  guefs,  to  what 
period  of  our  hiftory  I  now  allude. 

The  court  cafuifts  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I. 
in  order  to  prevail  upon  him  to  pafs  the  attain¬ 
der  of  Lord  Strafford ,  found  out  a  curious  dif- 
tindion  between  his  private  confidence,  as  a 
man,  and  his  public  one,  as  a  king.  Some 
minifters,  in  a  more  modern  reign,  feem  to 
have  taken  the  hint  from  this ;  when  they 
pradifed  a  dodrine,  which  (hewed  it  to  be 
their  refolution,  that  the  king  fliould  be  for- 

D  2  ced. 
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ccd,  in  the  mod  indecent  manner,  to  divert 
himfelf  of  the  feelings  of  a  man  •,  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  the  ambition  of  a  few  fubjeCts  gra¬ 
tified,  fhould  not  be  permitted  to  refent  per- 
fonal  inlults,  and  indignities. 

•  *  f  •  !  i 

What  fhould  we  think  of  foldiers  who 
threaten  their  general  to  abandon  his  ftandards, 
when  the  enemy  is  in  fight,  mutinying  not 
for  want  of  pay,  but  in  hopes  to  extort  from 
him  unreafonable  gratifications  ?  What  opi¬ 
nion  could  we  have  of  a  crew  of  failors  who, 
when  their  fhip  was  in  danger  of  finking, 
fhould  refufe  to  ftand  to  the  pump,  and  threaten 
to  go  off  in  the  long-boat,  unlefs  the  matter 
fhould  fubmit  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  allow 
them  to  divide  the  cargo  ?  or  to  ufe  an  illus¬ 
tration  perhaps  rtill  more  fimilar  to  the  trans¬ 
action  now  alluded  to,  what  notion  could 
we  have  of  the  characters  of  a  fet  of  domef- 
tics,  who,  in  order  to  force  an  indulgent  maf- 
ter  to  fubmit  to  them,  fhould  infift  on  his  dif- 
miffing  every  friend  from  his  houfe ;  require 
him  to  take  into  his  family  fome  of  their  own 
dependents,  who  had  perfonally  ufed  him  ill, 
and  whofe  prefence  might  be  neceffary  to  af- 
fift  them  in  enflaving  him ;  and  finding  him 
averfe  to  compliance,  fhould  take  occafion, 
when  they  faw  his  houfe  on  fire,  to  threaten, 
in  a  body,  they  would  abandon  him,  at  that 
dangerous  conjuncture,  unlefs  he  yielded  im¬ 
mediately  to  all  their  infolent  demands  ?- - 

• - The  queftions  I  now  ftate,  but  faintly  de- 

fcribe  the  odious  circumftances  of  an 
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of  minifters,  within  the  memory  of  maay,  but 
exactly  when,  I  won’t  fay,  who  finding  that, 
though  they  had  forced  their  fovereign  to 
fubmit  to  many  mortifying  indignities  and  gall¬ 
ing  eonceflions,  he  had  too  delicate  a  fenfe  of 
honour  not  to  make  reiiftance  againlf  fome  of 
their  demands,  had  recourfe  to  an  adt  of  fac¬ 
tious  infolence,  of  which  no  preceding  part 
of  our  hiftory  furnifhed  an  example.  For,  at 
a  time  when  every  honeft  fubjedt  ought  to 
have  had  full  employment  in  foothing  the  dif- 
trefles  of  majefty,  and  in  defending  the  totter¬ 
ing  throne ;  when  faction  fhould  have  fuf- 
pended  its  ambitious  intrigues,  to  oppofe  daring 
difaffedtion,  and  too  fuccefsful  rebellion ;  at 
that  very  inftant,  the  nation  faw  with  amaze¬ 
ment  a  formal  confederacy  entered  into  by  the 
king’s  fervants,  affociating  to  reiign,  in  a  body, 
in  hopes  that  their  unhappy  fovereign,  alarmed 
to  be  abandoned,  at  fuch  a  crifis  of  public  dan¬ 
ger,  might  be  induced  to  comply  with  every 
demand  of  their  infolent  ambition,  which,  hi¬ 
therto,  he  had  refiifed  to  gratify. 

If  my  memory  fails  me  not,  it  was  not  much 
above  a  week  after  a  fecond  vidtory  gained  over 
the  king’s  forces  by  the  rebels,  that  this  re¬ 
bellion  in  the  cabinet  broke  out;  a  rebellion 
which  impartial  pofterity  will,  perhaps,  look 
upon  as  equally  unnatural  with  that  of  the  re¬ 
bel  lords,  who  were  then  in  arms  againft  the 
crown,  whofe  open  treafops  could  fcarcely  ex¬ 
ceed  in  guilt,  the  fecret  cabals  of  the  afociuted 
frand  oj  minifters,  who,  by  their  condudt  on 
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this  occaiion,  convinced  the  world  that  it  was 
the  principal  article  in  their  political  creed,  that 
they  had  a  right  to  force  the  king  to  conftitute 
them  his  council  of  regency,  and  ’that  the 
throne  was  not  to  be  fupported,  unlefs  the 

prince  who  iat  upon  it  confented  to  bear  their 
yoke. 

Happy  had  it  been  for  the  prince,  on  whofe 
independence  this  amazing  attempt  was  made ; 
happy  had  it  been  for  the  public  if  he  had’ 
thrown  himfelf  upon  his  parliament  then  fit¬ 
ting,  for  protection  againft  the  infolence  of  a 
let  of  men,  whom  he  had  gratified  with  power, 
loaded  with  riches,  and  inverted  with  honors  ! 
Had  he  done  this,  powerful  as  the  confederacy 
might  think  themfelves,  the  Englirti  generofity 
would  have  fired;  the  caufe  of  injured  majefty 
would  have  become  the  caufe  of  a  loyal  pub¬ 
lic ;  and  thofe  minifters,  whofe  undutifulnefs 
had  only  rifen  from  exceflive  indulgence,  would 
have  learnt,  that  a  king  of  England  need  only 
fed  his  own  confequence  to  make  thofe  feel 
it  who  infult  him. 

1  he  tranfaCtion  above  referred  to  is  pregnant 
with  io  many  odious  circumftances,  that  I 
ihould  have  been  glad,  for  the  honour  of  our 
country,  to  have  drawn  a  veil  over  it.  But  my 
argument  naturally  led  me  to  take  notice  of  it; 
and  every  candid  reader  muft  admit  that  I  have 
touched  the  wound  with  the  gentleft  hand ; 
and  witli  the  iiogle  and  honeft  intention  of 
warning  every  future  confederacy  of  party  lead¬ 
ers 
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ers,  to  avoid  fuch  perfonal  infults  on  the  fove- 
reign,  as  hijlory  muft  relate  with  fevere  ani- 
madverfion,  patnotifm  read  with  indignation, 
and  candor  itfelf  can  fcarcely  endeavor  to  exte¬ 
nuate.  It  was  the  fafhion  of  the  times  we  have 
been  fpeaking  of,  to  uie  fuch  factious  methods 
of  acquiring  and  preferving  the  power ;  and 
much  is  to  be  faid  to  leflen  the  guilt  of  thofe 
who  are  linked  with  a  party,  and  bound,  as  it 
were,  in  honor  ( at  lead:  thinking  themfelves 
fo)  to  attempt  things  as  an  aggregate  bodv,- 
which,  as  individuals,  they  perhaps  difapprov- 
ed  of,  at  the  very  time,  and  which,  certainly, 
they  could  not  but  condemn,  as  foon  as  the 
violence  of  party  zeal  fubfided,  and  cool  reflexion 
was  permitted  to  operate  on  probity  and 
fenfe.  ■ 

If  minifterial  combinations  to  engrofs  power, 
and  to  invade  the  elofet,  have  produced  fuch 
perfonal  infults  on  the  king,  the  confequences 
of  fuch  attempts,  with  regard  to  the  public, 
were  equally  odious.  For  truth  obliges  me  to 
confefs,  that  however  favorable  to  national  free¬ 
dom  the  true  genuine  principles  of  rjchig<rifm  be, 
forne  individuals  of  that  denomination,  (who, 
in  times  happily  at  an  end,  got  pofteflion  of  the 
royal  family)  were  the  great  promoters,  if  not 
the  firft  introducers  of  fuch  a  plan  of  wicked 
policy,  as  had  a  natural  tendency  to  fap  the 
firm  foundation,  of  Britifh  liberty,  and  to  de¬ 
ft  roy  the  independence  of  the  conftitution. 

The 
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The  charge  I  now  bring  may  feern  Severe  i 
but  the  fads,  on  which  it  is  built,  ate  noto¬ 
rious. —  Such  is  the  happy  diftribution  offu- 
preme  power  in  this  country,  that  the  fovereign 
finds  it  his  intereft  to  purfue  no  meafures  but 
fuch  as  are  agreeable  to  the  reprefentatives  of 
the  people  ;  and  the  neceffity  of  obtaining  par¬ 
liamentary  concurrence  has  increafed  fince  the 
revolution  ;  from  which  period,  by  Separating 
the  civil  lift  from  the  other  charges  of  govern¬ 
ment,  annual  fefiions  mud  be  held,  and  an¬ 
nual  fupplies  granted.  Minifters,  therefore, 
who  wanted  to  force  themfelves  into  employ¬ 
ments  at  court,  faw  that  they  fhould  gain  their 
point,  if  they  could  convince  the  fovereign  that 
they  had  the  power  over  parliament.  But  how 
could  any  particular  fet  of  men  acquire  fuch  a 
power  ?  It  was  impofiible  that  the  whole  body 
of  the  people,  in  this  great  country,  fhould 
concur  in  enflaving  their  fovereign  and  them¬ 
felves,  to  any  junto  of  their  fellow-fubjeds;  and 
it  was  obvious  that  a  parliament  chofen  freely , 
and  compofed  of  gentlemen  of  real  property, 
whofe  inclination  it  would  be  to  vote  freely, 
were  not  likely  to  ad  the  defpicable  part  of 
'tools  to 'a  narrow  party-cabal  of  ambitious 
courtiers. 

In  this  fituation,  therefore,  there  was  no  al¬ 
ternative  ;  the  fcheme  of  putting  the  fovereign 
into  the  leading-firings  of  party  muft  be  aban¬ 
doned,  or  elfe  fuch  methods  put  in  pradice,  as 
might  check  the  freedom  of  eledion,  and  pro¬ 
cure  fuch  a  parliament  as  might  fupport  a  parti¬ 
cular 
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cular  fet  of  minifters.  The  real  difaftedtion  that 
exifted  at  the  acceffion  of  George  the  h'rfl. 
furniflied  thofe  who  then  got  potleflion  or 
the  clofet,  with  a  fpecious  pretence  to  em¬ 
ploy  fecretly  the  court  influence  upon  certain 
important  occaflons ;  and  having  once  prevail¬ 
ed  upon  the  king  to  look  upon  luch  ft^tlt  1_n_ 
fluence,  as  neceflary  for  the  fecurity  of  his  fa¬ 
mily,  they  knew  it  would  anfwer  a  mo:  e  im¬ 
mediate  purpofe  to  themfelves,  by  giving  them 
the  means  of  perpetuating  their  own  power  ;  a 
point,  in  their  opinion,  not  too  dearly  purchas¬ 
ed,  by  a  mod  enormous  expence  of  public 
money  *,  and  by  eftablifhing  venality  and  cor¬ 
rupt  ion  into  a  fyftem,  as  neceflary  engines  of 
government. 

To  confider  the  Englifh  conftitution  in  theo¬ 
ry,  its  ftability  would  be  fuppofed  to  arife  from 
parliament.  But  parliaments,.  when  once  tney 
become  appendages  of  adminik ration,  moit 
open  the  wideft  door  to  flavery.  In  this  cafe, 
they  become  a  mere  Ji ate  engine  in  the  hands 
of  the  minifter,  to  ft  amp  a  value  on  the  bafeft 
metal,  and  to  give  every  bad  meafure  the  fanc- 
tion  of  national  confent.  And  no  cnains  am 
fo  heavy  as  thofe  which  we  put  on  ourfelves ; 
for  we  fliali  bear  from  our  reprefentatives,  what 


*  From  1707  to  1717,  the  whole  amount  of  the  money  iflbed 
on  account  of  the  fecret  fervices,  was  only  33/90v^  A‘  4  s*  > 
Bat,  from  1731  to  1741.  vhe  fame  number  of  years,  how  amaz¬ 
ingly  it  increafcd?  For,  withm  this  laic  period,  there  was  lfiecu, 
under  the  fame  head,  1453400 1.  6  s.  See  the  report  01  the 

jfecret  committee. 
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prerogative,  openly  exerted,  never  will  venture 
to  put  in  practice. 

Happy  is  it  for  the  conftitution,  that  fuch 
over-ruling  influence  over  parliaments  hasceaf- 
ed  !  Had  the  fyftem  of  modelling  them,  by  mi- 
nifterial  lifts,  and  minifterial  interpofition  conti¬ 
nued,  parliaments,  by  degrees,  would  have  loft 
their  dignity.  The  landed  gentlemen  would 
have  found  it  impofiible  to  get  feats  ;  and  brok¬ 
ers  from  Change  Alley  (who  pay  no  taxes  for 
their  money)  and  placemen  from  the  treafury 
(for  whole  benefit  taxes  are  paid)  would  have, 
in  time,  had  the  honor  of  pafiing  votes  to  lay 
annual  burthens  on  the  landed  property,  in 
which  they  themfelves  are  but  little  concerned. 
And  if  ever  this  time  had  arrived,  every  lover 
of  his  country  would  have  wifhed  to  fee  an 
end  put  to  thofe  very  affemblies,  which  by 
keeping  up  the  empty  forms  of  the  conftitution, 
would  only  have  haftened  the  lofs  of  real  liber¬ 
ty;  and  verified  the  wife  obfervation,  that  Eng¬ 
land  never  can  be  undone  but  by  a  parliament. 

If  the  reign  of  monopolizing  ftatefmen  be 
deftrudtive  of  liberty,  and  of  the  independence 
of  parliament,  no  wonder  that  it  fhould  be  at¬ 
tended  with  other  collateral  mifchiefs.  In  fuch 
times,  we  need  not  be  furprized  if  the  true 
interefts  of  the  kingdom,  with  regard  to  foreign 
affairs,  be  negledted,  by  thofe  who  look  upon 
every  objedt  as  fubordinate  to  that  of  perpetu¬ 
ating  their  own  power.  And,  with  regard  to 
domeftic  policy,  there  can  be  but  little  chance 

to 


(’  27  ) 

to  fee  much  attention  to  what  is  t  ight  in 
a  public  view,  when  private  uttered  is  tiie 
avowed  principle  of  thofe  who  have  power. 
Through  every  department  of  government, 
thofe  perlons  only  will  be  preferred,  who  are 
mod;  likely  to  do  the  mini  tier  s  bulinefs,  with¬ 
out  regarding  how  unfit  they  are  to  be  trufled 
with  that  of  the  nation.  ^  he  favors  of  power 
will  be  proflituted  to  the  mod  profligate ;  and 
it  will  be  the  fum  of  all  merit,  to  have  interest 
in  fome  borough,  or  to  be  related  to  thofe  who 
have.  —  In  a  word,  the  lpirit,  the  morals,  the 
religion,  the  reputation,  and  importance  of 
the  nation  will  decay,  and  the  body  politic  droop 
under  univerfal  corruption. 

Surely  I  fhall  be  pardoned  for  the  warmth 
with  which  I  have  exprefTed  myfelf,  in  fpeak- 
ing  of  the  times  when  government  was  feized 
upon  by  a  confederacy  of  miniders ;  and  every 
friend  of  monarchy,  every  lover  of  liberty,  eve¬ 
ry  one  not  bred  up  in  the  fchool  of  miniflerial 
corruption,  will  heartily  join  me,  in  my  ardent 
wifhes  to  fee  this  fydem  for  ever  exploded  ;  in  a 
word,  to  fee  his  majedy  lay  hold  of  the  uncom¬ 
mon  advantages,  with  which,  as  we  have  ob- 
ferved  above,  he  afcends  the  throne,  to  keep 
himfelf  free  from  its  dominion. 

But  why  fhould  I  content  myfelf  with  ex- 
preffing  my  wifhes  on  this  head?  —  We  can 
already  appeal  to  fads  which  give  us  well- 
grounded  hopes,  that  the  fovereign  now  upon 
the  throne  will  adopt  thofe  principles,  which 
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appear  fo  neceffary,  to  make  his  reign  glorious, 
and  his  people  happy. 


Here  then  let  me  congratulate  my  fellow- 
fubjeds,  on  the  pleafing  profpeds  which  al¬ 
ready  open  to  our  view.  In  this  infancy  of  his 
majefty’s  government,  he  hath  conduded  hitn- 
felf,  in  fach  a  manner,  as  gives  us  juft  grounds 
to  form  the  big  heft  ideas,  both  of  his  good  dif- 
pofitions  and  of  his  abilities;  to  exped  that 
this  will  be  a  reign  of  dignity  and  importance, 
a  reign  in  which  the  minifters  will  depend  on 
the  crown,  and  not  the  crown  on  the  minif¬ 
ters  ;  in  fhort,  a  reign  in  which  the  hateful 
and  worn-out  diftindions  of  party  will  be  abo¬ 
lished,  and  government  carried  on,  without 
having  recodrfe  to  the  mifehievous  arts  of  cor¬ 
ruption,  and  without  reviving  the  odious  ty¬ 
ranny  of  minifterial  didator's. 


ucn 


hath  been  the  infolence  of  former  ad- 
miuift  atlons,  thr  a  king  of  England  hath  fre¬ 
quently  if.  a  hiinfelf  unable  to  confer  the  fmal- 
lcft  employment,  unlefs  on  the  recommenda¬ 
tion,  and  with  the  confent  of  his  minifters.  If 
I  may  be  allowed  to  credit  joine  fads,  which 
every  one  of  my  readers  mail  have  heard,  — 
it  fhouid  feem  that  the  lohg-wifhed  for  time  is 
come,  when  fubjeds  may  exped  to  receive  fa¬ 
vors  from  the  crown,  without  owing  the  obli¬ 
gation  to  all-direding  minifters. 


But  it  is  not  merely  from  this  circumftance, 
that  we  hope  for  a  new  ara ;  for  we  fee  that 

his 
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his  majefty  is  refolved  to  put  him  felt  at  the  head 
of  all  his  fubjefts,  by  aboiifhing  all  the  diftinc- 
tions  of  party,  by  accepting  with  paternal  artec- 
tion  the  affiftance  of  every  honejl  man ,  to  iup- 
port  the  throne;  and,  as  a  mark  of  his  royal 
confidence, placing  in  the  moll:  honorable  ftations, 
near  his  own  perion,  lome,  who  have  not  lurely, 
owed  their  places  to  minifterial  importunity, 
becaufe  they  have  always  oppofed  minifterial  in¬ 
fluence. 

/  -  .  V  i  I 

The  circumftances  attending  this  moft  impor¬ 
tant  meafuregive  us  room  to  hope  for  the  moft 
flattering  confequences.  Some  few  of  the  pro- 
feribed  party ,  have,  indeed,  in  former  reigns, 
been  put  into  employment ;  but,  though  indi¬ 
viduals  were  gratified,  the  party  ftill  remained 
in  oppefition.  Now,  every  thing  is  different. 
Thofe  of  that  denomination  now  taken  into 
employment,  are  followed  by  the  whole  body  of 
their  friends  to  the  royal  prefence,  where  they 
mix,  unplaced  and  unpenfioned,  with  the  nu¬ 
merous  throng  of  dutiful  fubjedls,  and  give  us 
juft  reafon  to  exult  with  Shakefpear,  that 

t  f  .  *  .  m 

England  never  did,  and  never  Jhall 

Lye  at  the  proud  foot  of  a  conqueror , 

But  when  it  did  JirJl  help  to  wound  itfelf. 

Now  thefe  her  princes  are  come  home  again, 

Come  the  three  corners  of  the  world  in 
arms. 

And  we  Jhall  fjock  them. 


But, 
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Bat,  has  not  this  very  meafure  given  an 
alarm  ?  Has  it  not  been  thought  a  hardfhip  on 
thofe  who  have  been  enriched  with  all  the  re¬ 
wards  of  government,  thefe  fifty  years,  to  have 
fo  much  as  one  employment  given  away,  from 
their  party?  This  language,  we  are  certain, 
cannot  be  held  amonglf  minifters  themfelves," 
though  it  may  be  faihionable  amongft  their 
humble  dependents,  who  have  always  the  loaves 
and 'fifties  in  their  eye.  But  I  would  recommend  it 
tofuch  gentlemen,  to  moderate  their  refentment 
on  this  occafion.  For  it  is  ten  to  one,  that  if 
they  fliew  it  any  where,  but  in  their  own  pri¬ 
vate  juntos,  they  may  be  addreffed  in  the  words 
of  Horace; 

Lnfijli  fatis ;  edifti  fatis ,  atque  bibijli  : 

Tdempus  abire  tibi  eft-, — 

You  have  rioted  long  enough,  gentlemen,  at 
the  expence  of  the  public;  you  have  had  places 
and  penfions,  and  jobs,  and  contracts,  and 
fubferiptions,  in  abundance:  —  it  is  time  now 
for  you  to  think  you  have  had  your  full  fhare  of 
lucre,  and  to  make  room  for  others  who  have 
been  fleeced  to  gorge  you  with  plunder. 

It  is  fcarcely  poffible  to  avoid  being  ludicrous 
when  we  take  notice  of  the  infolent  pretenfions 
and  complaints  of  the  mob  of  placemen  (for 
their  leaders  do  not  furelyjoin  in  the  cry)  on  the. 
alarm  that  the  bottom  of  government  is  to  be 
widened.  I  wilh  fome  body  would  take  the  trou¬ 
ble 
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ble  of  making  a  computation  how  much  money 
has  been  received  by  a  placeman  who  has,  we 
will  fuppole,  a  falary  of  three  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  and  then  fet  it  againft  the  money  that  has 
been  paid  by  a  country  gentleman,  for  the  fame 
number  of  years,  as  taxes  on  an  eftate  of  the 
fame  value ;  and  then  fee  whether  it  can  be 
borne,  that  the  fame  perfons  fhould  be  conftantly 
continued  in  employment,  while  all  equally  offer 
their  fervice.  I  am  but  very  aukward  at  fuch 
computations,  but  I  think  it  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  ballance  accounts  between  the  place¬ 
man  and  country  gentleman. - 1  have  heard, 

above  twenty  years  ago,  that  a  proprietor  of 
land  paid  above  thirteen  fhillings  per  pound  in 
taxes  to  the  public.  The  many  additional  loads 
laid  upon  us  fince  that  time,  induce  me  to 
think  that,  at  prefent,  he  pays  full  fifteen  fhil¬ 
lings.  Nor  will  this  computation  be  thought 
very  wide  from  the  mark,  by  any  one  who  will 
reflect,  that  befides  reckoning  the  heavy  fums  paid 
in  hard  money,  we  include  in  this  calculation 
the  endlefs  variety  of  taxes  that  raile  the  price  of 
every  convenience,  nay,  of  every  neceffary  of 
life,  and  encreafe  our  expence  infenfibly,  in 

every  article  we  have  occafion  to  purchafe. - - 

If  we  proceed  then,  upon  this  foundation,  we 
fhall  find  that  a  country  gentleman,  with  a 
rent-roll  of  3000 1.  per  an.  will  have  paid  in 
taxes,  in  the  courfe  of  twenty  years,  at  leafl 
forty  five  thoufand  pounds :  while  a  placeman, 
who  is  paid  3000  /.  per  annum,  as  a  falary,  du¬ 
ring  the  fame  period,  will  have  put  into  his  poc¬ 
ket. 
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ket,  fixty  thoufand  pounds  of  the  public  money. 
Can  there  be  equity  in  fuch  glaring  inequality  ? 
And  can  it  he  ftrange,  that  there  fhould  be  un- 
ealineffes  and  difcontents  in  the  kingdom,  while 
the  many  are  impoverijhed ,  to  enrich  the  few  ? 
A  prince  therefore  cannot  begin  his  reign  with 
a  more  endearing  mealure,  than  to  latisfy  the 
body  of  his  faithful  fubjeCfs,  whofe  burthens 
are  fo  grievous,  that  no  particular  let  of  men 
is  to  expeCt  to  be  exempted  from  feeling  the 
weight  of  them;  while  others  equally  worthy 
of  his  protection,  are  doomed  to  be  hewers  of 
wood ,  and  drawers  of  water ,  with  nothing  to 
hoaft  of,  but  the  comfortable  employment  of 
paying  exorbitant  taxes :  taxes !  too  great  a  part 
of  the  amount  of  which,  they  have  feen  em¬ 
ployed  to  carry  on  that  fyflern  of  monopoly, 
by  which  they  themfelves  were  oppreffed,  and 
to  furnifh  the  means  ot  luxury  and  profufion 
to  their  oppreffors. 

When  the  private  intereft  of  a  few  individu¬ 
als  is  affeCted,  we  frequently  lee  that  they  have 
art  enough  to  get  their  caufe  to  be  looked  upon 
as  the  caufe  of  a  whole  party*  I  fliould  be 
lorry  if  this  happened  to  be  the  cale  at  preient; 
and  yet,  we  have  been  told,  that,  becaule  a  few 
t cries  have  got  places,  attempts  have  been  made 
to  induce  the  wings  to  confider  this  as  an  attack 
on  their  whole  body  :  but  if  the  whigs  can  be 
fo  iar  deluded  as  to  believe  this,  it  will  give  us 
a  remarkable  proof,  that  party  the  madnefs  of 
the  many ,  for  the  gain  oj  the  jew.  Fordoes 

5  any 
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any  candid  and  intelligent  naan  ferioufly  be¬ 
lieve,  that  at  this  time  of  dav,  there  fubfifts 
any  party  diftinftion  amongft  usj  that  is  not 
merely  nominal  r  Arc  not  the  torics  friends  of 
the  royal  family’?-  Have  they  not  long  ago 
laid  aiide  their  averfion  to  the  difienters  ?  Do 
they  not  think  the  toleration  and  eflabliiliment, 
both  neceflary  parts  of  the  conftitution  ?  And 
can  a  whig  diftinguifh  thefe  from  his  own  prin¬ 
ciples  ?  Muft  not,  therefore,  every  honed  man 
fee  and  confefs,  that  the  cry  againft  widening 

^  w  O  O 

the  bottom  of  government,  is  propagated  by 
fome,  who,  finding  their  own  views  of  ambi¬ 
tion  or  gain  affcdted  bv  this  meafure,  endea- 
vor  to  render  it  odious  amongft  the  body  of  the 
party,  who  otherwife  would  have  ficen  no  rea- 
fon  to  be  alarmed, .  even  in  point  of  private  fil¬ 
tered:?- For  all  that  the  tones  poftibly  can  hope 
for,  or  expedt,  is  that  a  few  marks  of  confidence 
may  be  given  them  at  prefent,  as  a  proof,  that 
the  profcription  is  at  an  end,  and  as  an  earned, 
that  in  the  future  difpofal  of  court  favors,  when 
there  are  vacancies,  by  deaths  and  not  bv  re- 
movals,  they  will  ftdrid  an  equal  chance  of  be¬ 
ing  taken  notice  of,  with  the  reft  of  Iris  tnaje- 
fty’s  good  fubjeds.  And  here  I 'may  alk,  has 
fo  much  as  a  fingle  whig  been  difplaced,  to 
make  room  for  a  tory  lucceffor  ?  Have  not  the 
few  places  conferred  on  the  formerly  excluded 
party,  been  fuch  as  his  majefty  has  created,  in 
his  own  bed-chamber,  by  increafitlg  the  nuns- 
her  of  his  fervants  ?  Why  therefore  ihould  there 
be  complaints,  where  there  is  fo  little  founda- 

F  tion  ? 
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tion  ?  Indeed,  the  thing  fpeaks  for  itfelf.  The 
ground  of  the  uneaiinefs  is  not  that  any  whig 
has  been  difplaced,  but  that  a  nation  of  whigs , 
as  we  may  now  juflly  be  called,  mu  ft  ceafe  for 
the  future  to  be  governed  by  the  narrow  max¬ 
ims  of  fadtion. 

If  it  mu  ft  give  every  friend  of  the  royal  fa¬ 
mily  a  fincere  fatisfadtion,  to  fee  the  profcription 
of  the  tories  ended  ;  there  is  another  equally 
pleafing  profpedt  now  opened  to  our  view, — we 
may  hope,  that  the  days  of  undue  influence 
over  parliaments  never  can  be  revived. 

The  original  pretence  for  ifluing  money  for 
purpofes  not  publicly  avowed,  was  to  prevent 
the  jacobite  party  from  prevailing  in  their  elec¬ 
tions  :  but  the  extindlion  of  jacobitifm  has  put 
an  end  to  that  pretence. 

If  money  were  to  be  iilued  at  prefent,  for  the 
purpofes  we  fpeak  of,  whom  could  it  be  em¬ 
ployed  againft  ? — Againft  gentlemen  who  have 
given  convincing  proofs  of  their  loyalty  to  the 
prefent  royal  family  ;  have  heartily  concurred 
to  fupport  government  in  parliament,  and  have 
offered  their  fervices  at  court,  in  the  prefent 
reign,  which  fervices  his  majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  accept.  And  fhall  it  be  fuppofed, 
that  gentlemen  who  have  been  thought  wor¬ 
thy  by  the  king,  to  be  placed  in  the  moft  ho¬ 
norable  ftations  in  his  family,  fhould  be  oppofed 
by  the  minifters,  as  unworthy  to  be  admitted 

into 
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into  parliament  ? — The  fuppofition  is  highly  ab- 
furd ;  and,  therefore,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  ex- 
prels  my  dilbelief  of  a  report,  very  current,  that 
when  a  great  perfonage  was  applied  to,  to  know 
how  much  money  jhoidd  be  ijfued,  for  a  certain 
important  purpofe,  his  anfvver  was,  Not  a  far - 
thing. 

I  make  no  doubt,  fuch  an  application  would 
have  met  with  fuch  an  anfwer ;  but,  I  cannot 
believe  the  application  was  ever  made,  and  am 
inclined  to  think,  that  the  report  muft  have 
been  railed  by  fome  enemy  of  the  great  minifter 
who  has  the  direction  of  money  matters.  For 
to  fuppofe  that  the  corruption  of  former  days 
Ihould  be  revived,  when  the  reafon  given  for 
its  being  firft  introduced  has  entirely  ceafed, 
would,  in  effedt,  be  to  tell  us,  that  we  are  never 
more  to  have  an  independent  parliament.  If  at 
fuch  a  time  as  this,  when  the  only  contention 
throughout  the  kingdom,  is,  who  ftiall  give  the 
ftrongeft  proofs  of  attachment  to  the  king,  the 
people  of  England  are  not  thought  fit  to  be 
trufted  with  the  free  exercife  of  their  right  to 
choofe  their  reprefentatives,  this  would  be  a  pub¬ 
lic  declaration  to  all  the  world,  that  they  never 
ought  to  be  trufted  with  it,  and  that  corruption  is 
to  be  ingrafted  into  our  conftitution.  But  furely 
this  dodtrine  cannot  poflibly  be  adopted  by  the 
great  minifter  whofe  name  has  been  made  ule 
of,  on  this  occafion.  He  has  by  his  paft  conduit 
fhewn,  that  he  deferves  no  fuch  reproach,  and 
we  have  no  reafon  to  fear,  that  one  who  did 
not  exert  an  undue  minifterial  influence,  in 
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choofing  the  parliament  now  fitting,  .ffiould 
have  the  leaft  intention  to  exert  it  at  the  min¬ 
ing  eledion.  He  has  belides,  other  things  to 
think  of  at  prelent,  more  adapted  to  his  office, 
and  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Hate ;  and,  in- 
ftead  of  examining  lids  of  boroughs,  and  qua¬ 
lifications  of  candidates,  he  will  be  better  em¬ 
ployed  in  examining  into  the  exorbitant  con¬ 
tingencies  of  ou  Grerman  and  American  com- 
muiaiies  and  contractors,  that  tnere  may  not 
be  a  deficiency  of  above  four  millions ,  befides 
tire  twelve  that  are  borrowed,  for  the  fervice 
of  next  campaign. 


The  above  reafons  feem  fufficient  to  induce 
any  one  to  difbelieve  the  report  of  money 
a  Iked  and  refufed  j  but  I  think  there  may  be 

fomething  ftill  ftronger  laid  on  the  fubjed. - 

The  minifter  who  could  propofe  to  the  crown, 
at  prefent,  to  employ  fecret-fervice-money,  for 
donreffic  purpofes  relative  to  the  enfuing  elec¬ 
tion,  could  not  make  fuch  a  propofal  without 
betraying  a  fecret  he  had  better  keep  to  him- 
felf, — 1  mean,  that  he  defires  the  fingering  of 
the  public  money,  only  to  ferve  bis  own  private 
views  of  ambition.  Every  candidate  through¬ 
out  tne  kingdom,  at  tne  approaching  period, 
will  be  the  king’s  friend,  and  willing  to  lup- 
port  his  government.  It  is  indiffirent  to  the 
crown  who  is  chofen,  whether  it  be  John  or 
Thomas,  when  both  of  them  are  equally  good 
lubjeds.  A  minifter,  therefore,  who  lhould 
think  of  employing  the  money  of  the  crown, 
at  this  conjundure,  to  oppofe  and  fupport  par¬ 
ticular 


ticular  candidates,  would  (Lew  plainly  that  he 
means  not  fo  much  to  do  the  king’s  bufinefs, 
as  his  own,  by  increafing  the  number  of  his 
own  immediate  dependents,  and  forming  a  party 
who  may  owe  their  obligations  to  himfelf  fingly, 
and  encourage  him  to  grafp  univerfal  influence, 
in  fpite  of  the  royal  inclination.  Far  be  it  from 
me  to  fufpedt,  there  can  be  any  minifters  at 
prefent,  who  have  fuch  views ;  but  1  ana  fure, 
ii  they  fhould  defire  to  be  allowed  to  employ 
money  for  fecret  domeftic  purpofes,  it  would 
look  as  if  they  had. 

I  am  very  fenfible,  that  there  are  many  well- 
meaning  perfons  who  feem  to  think,  that  with¬ 
out  corruption,  there  might  be  danger  appre¬ 
hended  from  Democratical  encroachments  on 

prerogative. - But  they  who  are  really  [truck 

with  the  above  objection,  certainly  forget  that 
tho’  thewings  of prerogative  have  been  dipt,  the 
influence  ot  the  crown  is  greater  than  ever  it 
was  in  any  period  of  our  hiltory.  For  when 
we  confider,  in  how  many  boroughs  the  go¬ 
vernment  has  the  voters  at  its  command;  when 
we  confider  the  vale  body  of  perfons  employed 
in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  in  every  part  of 
the  kingdom  ;  the  inconceivable  number  of 
placemen,  and  candidates  for  places  in  the  cuf- 
toins ,  m  the  exciye ,  in  the  pofl  * in  the 
dock  yards ,  in  the  ordnance ,  in  the  fait  office , 
in  the  flamps ,  in  the  navy  and  victualing  of¬ 
fices,  and  in  a  variety  of  other  departments  ; 
when  we  confider  again  the  extenfive  influence 
of  the  money  corporations ,  fubfeription  fob- 

bers , 
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ben,  and  contractors ;  the  endlefs  dependence 
created  by  the  obligations  conferred  on  the  bulk, 
of  the  gentlemen’s  families  throughout  the 
kingdom,  who  have  relations  preferred,  or  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  preferred,  in  our  navy,  and  numerous 
j\ landing  army ;  when,  I  fay,  we  confider  how 
wide,  how  binding  a  dependence  on  the  crown 
is  created  by  the  above  enumerated  particulars, 
no  lover  of  monarchy  need  fear  any  bad  confe- 
quences  from  fhutting  up  the  Exchequer  at 
elections ;  efpecially,  when  to  the  endlefs  means 
the  crown  has  of  influencing  the  votes  of  the 
electors,  we  add  the  vaft  number  of  employ¬ 
ments,  which  the  fafhion  of  the  times  makes 
the  eleStcd  defirous  of,  and  for  the  obtaining; 
which,  they  mud  depend  upon  the  crown. 

But,  I  believe,  I  have  ex  prefled  myfelf  im¬ 
properly,  when  I  fpoke  of  the  influence  of  the 
crown ;  for  to  fay  the  truth,  we  may  have  ob- 
lerved  from  experience,  that  in  proportion  as 
the  crown  had  the  power  of  obliging ,  minifters, 
by  being  permitted  to  aflume  the  univerfal  di¬ 
rection  of  all  thofe  who  had  been  obliged ,  have 
too  frequently  been  enabled  to  make  ufe  of  the 
dependents  on  the  crown,  to  bring  it  into  fub- 
jedtion  to  themfelves;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
while  they  became  formidable  to  the  prince, 
they  have  had  it  in  their  power  to  make  at¬ 
tempts  on  the  liberties  of  the  people.  For 
when  the  crown  influence  lies  dilperfed  in  its 
feveral  diftinCt  channels  ;  when  every  place¬ 
man,  or  public  officer,  is  left  at  full  freedom 
to  vote  for  the  candidate  he  likes  belt ;  numer¬ 
ous 
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ous  as  thefe  gentlemen  are  throughout  the 
kingdom,  they  never  can  be  fuppofed  united  in 
any  fcheme  to  hurt  public  liberty.  But  when 
they  are  to  pafs  in  mutter  before  a  firft  minifter ; 
when  they  are  taught  to  look  upon  him  as  their 
commander  in  chief,  and  know  that  djfobedi- 
ence  to  his  orders  will  be  conftrued  mutiny,  and 
punifhed  as  fuch;  when  inftruCtions  are  dif- 
patched  by  the  parliamentary  undertaker,  to 
every  fervant  of  the  crown  to  fupport  and  op- 
pofe  particular  candidates;  when  every  place¬ 
man,  from  the  excife-man  and  tide-waiter  up  to 
the  commiflioner  and  courtier ,  has  a  minifterial 
lift  delivered  to  him  ;  when  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  I  fay,  is  thus  moulded  into  one  con¬ 
nected  mafs,  and  trufted  to  the  direction  of  a 
tingle  minifter.  What  objeCt  can  be  ftrong 
enough  to  refift  its  force  ?  And  how  fatally  will 
it  operate  in  deftroying  the  independence  of 
parliament,  even  though  the  flood-gate  of  cor¬ 
ruption  fhould  be  ftopt  ? 

If  the  interpofition  of  a  lord  of  parliament, 
in  any  particular  election,  be  carefully  provided 
againlt  (as  we  know  it  is  by  the  ftanding  orders 
of  the  houfe  of  commons)  as  inconfiftent  with 
the  conflitution,  how  much  more  daring  an 
attack  is  it  upon  the  very  efience  of  parliament, 
to  fee  a  minifter  prefume  to  undertake,  not  for 
one  or  two  members  only,  in  places  where  he 
has  a  natural  intereft,  but  for  hundreds  of  re- 
prefentatives,  in  boroughs  fcarcely  known  to 
him  by  name  ?  What  notion  can  any  one  have 
of  the  freedom  of  elections,  if  the  writs  for  a 

new 
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new  parliament  ifltied  by  the  crown,  are  ac¬ 
companied  by  private  inftrudions  from  a  mi- 
nidcr,  like  To  many  conge  d'clires ,  which  mull 
implicitly  be  obeyed  ? 

'  a  • ,  » ^ »  i  *  •  .  '•  .  i  ^  ■ 

>  ,  i  4  -n  - 

1  think  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  draw 
a  pretty  ridiculous  reprefentation  of  a  firft  mi- 
miter,  ifluing  his  orders  to  the  numerous  ftand- 
mg  army  of  placemen,  and  making  out  a  lift 
ot  members  for  a  new  parliament:  and  I  would 
recommend  it  to  Mr.  Hogarth,  to  try  his  fer¬ 
tile  imagination,  in  a  drawing  for  a  political  print 
on  this  fubjecl.  I  would  have  the  great  man,  fur- 
lounded  by  all  his  trufty  dependents  and  clerks, 
drawn,  feated  at  a  table,  on  which  fhould  be 
placed,  variety  of  books  and  papers,  diitin- 
guifhed  each  by  its  proper  label.  Here  we 
might  read,  lijh  of  voters  under  the  excife,  the 
cujloms,  the  war  office,  &c.  &c.  lifts  of  iheriffs 
and  returning  officers ;  and  exad  accounts  of 
the  ftate  of  admiralty  boroughs,  navy  office  bo¬ 
roughs,  ordnance  boroughs,  cinque  port  bo¬ 
roughs,  pcjl  office  boroughs,  fide.  &c. - Before 

the  great  undertaker  fhould  lie  open  a  lift  of  the 
members  laft  chofen,  which  he  is  to  alter  and 
amend  as  he  thinks  proper.  In  this  fituation, 
methinks,  he  will  feem  like  fome  author,  when 
his  devil  has  juft  brought  him  a  frefh  fheet 
from  the  prefs,  to  be  corrected ;  and  like  him 
too,  he  writes  a  / let  againft  fuch  names  as  he 
intends  to  be  chofen  again ;  D  for  a  proferfbing 
dele,  againft  thole  he  intends  to  be  left  out  •  ‘ 
and  Qjs,  for  farther  information  about  others, 
of  whom  he  has  fome  doubts.  One  of  the 
4  clerks 
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clerks  who  attended  on  fuch  an  occafion,  (I  am 
lure  no  body  can  guefs  either  at  the  minifter  or 
clerk)  told  me,  that  there  were  certain  myfte- 
rious  letters  againft  almoft  all  the  names  in  the 
lift;  but  the  meaning  of  thefe,  he  faid,  he 
could  not  explain,  but  perhaps  I  might  guefs 
at  them :  M.  M.  was  written  againft  many  of 
them  ;  againft  others  was  K.  M. ;  and  againft 
a  great  many  I.  M.  This,  I  own,  puzzled 
me  a  little  at  firft  ;  but,  upon  confideration, 

I  decyphered  them  thus :  ftet ,  it  feems,.  was 
always  writ,  where  M.  M.  was  againft  the 
names  ;  and  therefore  I  concluded  thofe  letters 
muft  mean  minijlry  men ,  luch  as  would  be 
ftaunch  friends  to  the  great  man,  in  oppoft- 
tion  to  a  greater ,  if  neceffary,  and  be  always 
ready  to  give  as  much  money  as  fhould  be  de- 
iired,  in  hopes  to  have  a  moderate  fhare  of 
it  properly  applied,  to  encourage  merit,  and 
reward  faithful  fervices. — — I  could  not  well 
explain  K  M  but  fhould  have  guefted  it  ftood 
for  king  s  men ,  or  members ,  if  I  had  not  learnt 
from  my  friend,  that  as  many  of  thefe  were 
to  be  left  out  at  the  new  eledtion,  as  with  de¬ 
cency  could  be  oppofed.  As  for  /.  M .  I  am 
pretty  fure,  it  was  meant  for  independent  mem- 
bers ,  a  ftrange  fet  of  old-fafhioned  ruftics,  who 
bring  notions  of  public  fpirit,  oeconomy,  and 
inquiry,  with  them  to  parliament,  and  who, 
therefore,  well  aeferved,  what  I  found  was  the 
cafe,  to  have  the  dreadful  dele  invariably  put 
oppoftte  their  names. 
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My  informant  gave  me  a  fpecimcn  of  the 
Converfation  on  this  curious  occafion,  between 
the  great  man  and  histrufty  friends.  One  of 
them,  for  inftancc,  raifed  an  objection  a^aitift 
a  certain  perfon’s  name  being  left  in  the  lift, 
lpying,  It  was  notoriously  known  that  he 
vilited  at  a  certain  great  houfe  near _ ” 

“  Aye,  fays  my  lord,  that  is  true  :  but  he  has 
leave  to  do  fo;  and  that  rather  turns  to  our  ac¬ 
count  }  befides,  he  is  quartered  for  500  1.  a 

a  year,  on  a  North  American  con  trad  ” _ 

“Pray  what  does  your  lordfhip  think  of  fir 
Thomas  Touchit  “  Oh,  replied  my  lord ,  he 
lias  leave  now  and  then  to  vote  againft  us,  and 
no  body  knows  but  myfelf  thaChe  has  a  pri¬ 
vate  penfion.  — “  My  lord,  (fays  another)  Har¬ 
ry  Simple  feems  to  me  to  be  a  little  fufpici- 

ous,  and  far  from  a  fure  man.” _ .  <<  Don’t 

tiouble  your  head  about  him,  replied  his  lord- 
(hip  j  he  is  fafe  enough  ;  I  faved  his  uncle  about 
feven  years  ago,  from  being  hanged.  He  was 
a  notorious  finuggler,  is  now"  very  rich,  and 
h:s  nephew  Harry  expeds  to  be  his  heir  ;  be- 
fid^c,  he  is  quartered  on  a  patent  place,  in  the 
cuftoms.  .  C  aptain  IVr onghead,  fays  my  lord, 
I  doubt  will  be  diftreftcd  about  a  qualification  j 
but  he  will  have  no  fcruple  to  fwear  to  fuch 
a  one,  as  we  can  get  him  ;  for  he  is  a  very 

honeft  fellow,  and  will  do  any  thing  to  ferve 
his  friends.”  0 

.  ^Ut  }  afk  pardon,  for  aiming  at  ridicule, 

treating  of  an  encroachment  on  the  con- 
uitution,  which  is  more  properly  the  objedt 

of 
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of  indignation.  Without  pretending,  therefore, 
to  fix  the  exadt  time,  and  place,  when  and 
where,  the  above  miniderial  picture  had  a  real 
exiftence,  it  is  with  pleafure  i  obferve  that  fuch 
unlimited  influence  over  the  eledtors,  who  are 
connected  with,  and  dependent  on  the  crown, 
cannot  be  exerted  at  prefent  by  any  minifter ; 
becaufe,  it  muft  then  be  exerted  in  diredt  op- 
pofltion  to  the  declared  intention  of  the  firjl 
perjonage  in  the  kingdom,  who,  we  are  well 
allured,  has  abfoluteiy  forbid  any  of  \he  pub¬ 
lic  offices  to  intermeddle  in  deft  ions. 

If  tile  Roman  generoflty,  in  proclaiming  li- 
be  ty  to  the  cities  of  Greece ,  was  received  with 
rapture;  with  equal  rapture,  may  we  well  fup- 
pofe,  have  the  vaft  body  of  our  fellow  fubjedts, 
whole  ftations  make  them  dependent  on  go¬ 
vernment,  received  that  unexpedted  emancipa¬ 
tion  from  minifterial  tyranny,  which  now  leaves 
them  at  full  liberty  to  vote  according  to  their 
own  fentiments  ;  places  them  on  a  level  with 
the  reft  of  their  tree-born  countrymen,  and  frees 
them  from  the  dread  of  being  thoughtdifrefpedt- 
ful  to  the  throne ,  though  they  fhould  be  honed: 
enough  to  difregard  the  injundtions  of  the  trea- 
fury  ! 

That  his  majeftey  has  left  the  fervants  of 
the  crown  in  this  happy  date  of  independence, 
with  regard  to  eiedtions,  is  a  fadt  that  thould  be 
made  known,  in  every  corner  of  the  kingdom. 
And  what  minifter  dares  attempt  to  fetter 
them,  in  oppofltion  to  this  royal  declaration  ? 
No  fuch  attempt,  we  may  be  certain,  will  be 
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publicly  made ;  and,  if  there  be  any  private 
efforts  made,  to  defeat  his  majedy’s  noble 
views,  of  reftoring  the  independence  of  the  con- 
ffitution,  every  lover  of  his  country  fhould  be 
watchful  to  get  intelligence  of  the  fadts,  and 
to  preferve  the  proofs  of  them,  that  proper 
examples  may  be  made  ;  and  that  all  the  na¬ 
tion  may  know,  that  fubordinate  placemen, 
fvho  refule  to  obey  a  minifterial  fummons  to 
vote  at  eleftiom ,  are  in  lefs  danger  of  lofing 
their  employments,  than  the  minitter  who  fhal! 
prefume  to  didtate  to  them,  in  oppofition  to  the 
inclination  of  the  king,  and  in  violation  of  the  in¬ 
dependence  of  the  conftitution. 

M 

Hiftory  furnifbes  us  with  an  inftance  of  a 
people  fo  degenerate,  as  to  rejeft  liberty,  when 

offered. - If  the  inhabitants  of  Great  Britain 

would  avoid  the  infamy  of  the  old  Cappado¬ 
cians,  let  the  patiiotifm  of  their  generous  mo¬ 
narch  rouze  them  from  that  hate  of  indolent 
fecurity,  and  venal  dependence  on  miniflers, 
which  hath  made  but  too  dangerous  a  breach 
in  the  fortrefs  of  liberty.  Their  common  fa¬ 
ther  calls  out  to  them  to  fave  themfelves ,  and 
if  there  be  any  fpark  of  public  fpirit  left;  if 
they  be  not  more  attached  to  faction  than  to 
the  conftitution  ;  if  they  do  not  think  it  of 
lefs  confcquence  to  preferve  their  country  free, 
than  to  procure  to  themfelves  fome  dirty  ad¬ 
vantage  for  linking  in  party  to  deftroy  it ;  if 
Inch  flavifh  and  mercenary  principles  do  not 
conftitute  the  character  of  this  nation  at  pre¬ 
lect;  we  may  no\y  flatter  ourlelves,  to  fee  the 

almoft 
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almoft  loft  powers  of  the  Britifh  condi  tut  ion 
reftored  to  their  original  vigour. 

Here  then  it  will  be  natural  toafk,  whatarc 
thofe  fteps,  which  every  lover  of  his  country 
fhould  take,  at  the  enfuing  ele&ion,  tliat  his 
majefty’s  royal  inten  ions  may  not  be  defeat¬ 
ed  ? - The  anfwer  to  this  queftion  is  obvi¬ 

ous.  Let  the  country  gemlemen,  (1  mean 
gentlemen  of  every  denomination,  who  have 
connection  with  landed,  fixed  property  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  ftrenuoufly  endeavour  to  get 
into  Parliament  ;  let  them  exert  their  natural 
intereft,  in  their  refpedtive  neighbourhood?, 
and  not  allow  their  boroughs  to  be  ftolen  from 
them,  by  mean,  low  people,  who  come  down 
to  them,  at  the  time  of  election,  with  hands 
full  of  money,  and  never  fee  or  think  of  them 
afterwards. 

Though  the  public  money  is  no  longer  to 
be  employed,  in  fupport  of  court  candidates ,  it 
may  well  be  fuppoled,  another  fet  of  oppofers 
will  ftart  up  againft  the  country  gentlemen. 
The  monied  men  of  the  metropolis  will  think 
this  ftagnation  of  fecret  fervice  money,  a  lucky 
incident  to  get  themfelves  chofen  ;  will  gladly 
offer  their  fervices  to  any  minifter  ;  and  by  ad¬ 
vancing  each  his  own  money,  fupply,  in  fome 
degree,  the  want  of  the  ufual  fund.  But,  if 
the  men  of  property,  in  every  county,  would 
form  themfelves  into  affociations,  to  oppofe 
every  money-jobber  who  fliall  attempt  to  in¬ 
vade  their  boroughs,  thefe  merchant  adventur¬ 
ers 
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ers  in  politics  would  foon  repent  of  their  elec¬ 
tioneering.  Loaded  as  the  gentlemen  of  Eng. 
land  are,  with  taxes,  and  perhaps  exhauHed 
by  former  flruggles  at  eledions,  few  of  them 
can  be  fuppofed  be  in  fuch  circum fiances,  as 
to  engage  fingly  with  an  over-grown  direkor , 
who,  in  Head  of  paying  any  thing  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  burthens,  is  annually  increafing  his  capital, 
by  preying  upon  the  neceflities  of  the  Hate.  But 
what  no  individual  is  equal  to,  on  his  own  bot¬ 
tom,  lupported  by  the  joint  intereH  and  by 
a  joint  purfe  of  all  his  neighbours,  will  eafily 
and  cheaply  be  accomplifhed. 

If  our  houfe  of  commons  is  to  be  filled  with 
men  who  are  in  trade,  and  who  get  themfelves 
eleded,  only  to  be  in  the  way  of  their  trade  ; 
the  contracts ,  the  jobs ,  the  Jubjcripiiom ,  the 
loans ,  the  remittances,  &c.  &c.  with  which  a 
minifler  can  benefit  them,  are  fuch  a  tempta¬ 
tion  to  them,  to  aiTiH  in  involving  the  nation 
in  dangerous  projeds,  and  ruinous  expence, 
that  I  know  not  whether  we  have  moH  reafon 
to  dread  a  majority  of  greedy  Jlock-holders,  or 
of  indigent  placemen ,  for  our  reprefentatives. 
Every  one  therefore,  who  vviHaes  well  to  his 
country,  who  would  hope  to  fee  a  parliament 
attached  to  the  king  and  the  conHitution,  and 
not  fubfervient  to  miniHerial  influence  and  di- 
redion,  naturally  will  turn  his  eyes  on  the 
country  gentlemen  of  England,  at  this  criti¬ 
cal  conjundure,  and  call  upon  them  to  exert 
themfelves  with  vigour,  to  wreH  the  honour 
of  being  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  from  a 

fet 
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fet  of  men,  who  either  have  no  property  at  all, 
or  fuch  a  fort  of  property,  as  bears  no  fhare 
in  the  expences  of  the  ftate. 

If  the  fhutting  up  of  the  exchequer,  and  the 
emancipation  of  placemen, are  ftrong  encourage¬ 
ments  to  the  gentlemen  of  property,  and  great 
eftates,  to  attempt  getting  themfelves  chofen 
at  the  next  eledion,  the  peculiar  fituation  of 
the  kingdom,  at  this  jundure,  is  another  mod 
powerful  motive,  to  animate  them  to  the  con- 
dud  I  recommend. 

Every  great  and  national  objed,  that  can  de- 
ferve  the  attention  of  the  prelent  age,  and  fix 
the  happinefs  or  mifery  of  this  country,  to 
lateft  pofterity,  muft  necefiarily  come  under 
the  confederation  of  the  next  parliament.  - 
Dileafcs  in  the  body  politic,  ec  ually  with  thole 
in  the  natural  body,  have  t  leir  crifis ;  and 
whoever  fits  down  to  ruminate  on  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  and  fituation  of  this  kingdom,  if  he 
has  any  fhare  of  political  fagacity,  will  fee  but 
too  much  reafon  to  conclude,  that  by  a  train 
of  meafures,  adopted  too  long  in  former  times 
of  peace,  the  conftitution  has  been  undermined; 
and  by  a  wantonnefs  of  expence  in  former  wars, 
and  in  the  prefent,  we  are,  at  laft,  brought 
almoft  to  the  very  brink  of  a  precipice,  which 

imagination  can  fcarcely  furvey,  without  hor¬ 
ror. 

To  recover  this  conftitution  before  it  be  en¬ 
tirely  loft,  to  inquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 

increafe 
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increafe  of  our  immenfe  debt,  and  to  devjfe 
means  of  leiTening  it,  muff,  therefore,  be  the 
great  object  of  the  enfaing  parliament,  other- 
wife  ruin  and  deftrudtion  will  at  laft  overtake 
us. 

But  can  this  be  a  feafon  for  fuch  inquiries  ? 
When  all  the  attention  of  parliament  muft  be 
confined  to  furnifh  frefh  fums  to  defray  the 
ar.«azing  expence  of  a  confuming  war,  can 
this  be  a  time  to  fet  on  foot  plans  of  refor¬ 
mation  ? - No,  furely  ; - and  while  I  con- 

fefs  the  fadt,  I  lament  it  as  an  addition  to  our 
misfortunes.  Till  peace  be  happily  reftored, 
nothing  can  be  done  to  fave  the  nation  ;  and 
every  day  that  peace  is  deferred,  will  increafe 
the  difficulty  of  faving  it.  Like  a  prodigal 
heir,  who  fpends  annually  four  times  more  than 
the  real  income  of  his  eftate,  we  muft,  if  our 
expences  continue,  at  laft  be  unable  to  find  fe- 
curity  for  a  frefh  mortgage,  or  a  fund  to  pay 
frefh  intereft.  In  this  alarming  fituation,  it  is 
the  only  confolation  to  us,  that  the  bravery  of 
our  troops  by  lea  and  land,  has  humbled  the 
power,  deftroyed  the  trade,  and  ruined  the  navy 
of  our  enemy  ;  and  that  though  France  is  ftill 
but  too  able  to  cope  with  us  on  the  continent 
of  Europe ,  with  which  we  are  unhappily 
connedted,  we  may  hope  from  the  multiplied 
defolations  of  the  poor  country,  now  the  feat 
of  war,  that  it  will  be  impoffible  much  long¬ 
er  to  continue  the  horrid  fcene  of  bloodfhed. 

It 
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It  is  not  therefore  an  unreafonable.  prefump- 
tjon,  that  the  firft  leffions  of  a  new  pai  la¬ 
ment,  inhead  of  laying  on  frefh  Dinthens,  and 
adding  to  our  already  intolerable  debts,  will 
be  more  agreeably  employed  in  deliberations 
concerning  the  terms  of  peace.-  VV  ita  le- 
gard  to  thefe  I  (hall  only  obfeive,  that  though 
it  will  require  all  the  abilities  of  our  ableft  ne- 
gociators,  to  lettle  the  jarring  interefts  of  the 
powers  at  war,  we  may  be  confident  that  the 
efiential  interefts  of  Great  .Britain  will  be  taken 
care  of.  Biefled  with  the  bed  of  princes  that 
ever  filled  a  throne,  who,  born  and  educated 
amongji  ns ,  and  glorying  in  the  name  of  Briton , 
has  no  object  fo  dear  to  him  as  the  happinets 

of  his  country, - -we  need  not  doubt  that 

he  will  forward  the  much  wifhed  for,  and 
much  wanted  return  of  peace  ;  and  when  once 
he  has  extricated  the  nation  from  that  diftrefs 
in  which  he  found  us  involved,  that  he  will 
co-operate  with  an  honed  and  independent 
parliament,  to  redore  an  almod  loft  conftitution. 


dfpice  venturo  Iretantur  ut  omnia  fee  clo  ! 
fam  nova  progenies  !  Virg. 

Had  the  long  peace  that  fuccecded,  from  the 
treaty  of  Utrecht,  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  war  in  1738,  been  properly  employed,  in 
leflening  our  debts,  and  reforming  abufes  con¬ 
nected  with  them,  we  (liould  not,  at  this  time 
of  day,  have  had  any  gloomy  apprehenfions 
concerning  their  confequences.  But,  by  an 
uninterrupted  courfe  of  borrowing,  a  total  neg- 
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left  of  paying  off,  and  by  a  corrupt  want  of  oeeo- 
norny  in  {pending,  we  have,  at  laff,  been  funk 
into  fuch  an  abyfs  of  didrefs,  that  if  providence 
had  not  raifed  up  a  prince,  who  fcorns  and  re¬ 
nounces  thofe  arts  of  government,  which  have 
been  too  fatally  put  in  practice,  by  corrupt  ad- 
minidrations,  our  constitution,  nay  our  very 
exiftence  as  an  independent  kingdom,  feemed 
verging  to  annihilation. 

An  honed  and  independent  parliament,  fe- 
conded,  nay,  rather  excited  by  the  patriotifm  and 
virtue  which  now  adds  frefh  ludre  to  majeSty, 
will  do  wonders  Still  towards  faving  us.  Should 
the  national  debt  (at  once  the  caufe  and  effeft  of 
the  languishing  State  of  constitutional  freedom) 
be  fuffered  to  remain  at  its  prefent  enormous 
height,  we  need  not  be  Surprized  if,  like  a 
bubble  filled  with  air,  it  burft  of  itfelf,  as  the 
South  Sea  fcheme  formerly  did.  And  if  this 
fhould  happen,  let  any  true  Englishman  think 
what  extenfive  dedrudtion  mud  be  fpread  over 
the  whole  kingdom.  Thoufands,  nay  millions, 
mud  be  brought  to  immediate  and  irremediable 
ruin.  And  what  rage,  what  daughter,  what  anar¬ 
chy  this  may  occafion,  it  is  better  for  us  to  try  to 
prevent,  than  to  defcribe.  Credit  is  a  thing  of  fo 
delicate  a  nature,  that  the  lead  didrud  may  occa¬ 
fion  the  total  lofs  of  it:  when  that  isgone,  all  finks 
at  once  with  it  ;  but  the  hand  of  the  legidature, 
by  feeling  the  pulfe  of  the  nation,  may  apply 
fuch  parliamentary  remedies,  as  may  Support 
credit,  and  think  of  fome  fcheme  fora  regular, 
though  dow  payment,  of  our  debt. 


One 


to  be  carefully  attended  to  :  foreigners  have  got 
a  vaft  fhare  of  this  debt  into  their  hands.  1  er- 
haps  our  amazing  loans  of  late  years  never  could 
have  been  filled,  had  not  annual  millions  of  fo¬ 
reign  money  poured  in  upon  us.  But  if  this 
has  been  a  temporary  relief,  and  enabled  us  to  go 
on  with  the  war,  think  how  it  will  diftrefs  us 
in  time  of  full  peace.  If  we  fuppofe  foreigners 
to  be  in  poffeftion  of  thirty  millions  in  our  flocks, 
(much  of  which  has  been  bought  in  at  twenty- 
five  and  thirty  per  cent .  difcount)  the  interefl  of 
this  money  will  drain  the  kingdom  of  perhaps  a 
million  and  a  half  every  year.  And  when  once 
it  happens,  that  foreigners  draw  more  from  this 
country  for  their  interefl  in  our  funds,  than  we 
gain  from  them,  by  balance  of  trade,  fhe  fhall 
be  actually  in  a  flate  of  incurable  conlumption, 
and  the  whole  enquiry  will  be,  how  long  the  pa¬ 
tient  may  be  able  to  drag  out  a  miferable  ex- 
iflence. 

What  fcheme  can  poffibly  be  devifed,  to  lef- 
fen  the  intolerable  burthen,  it  is  not  for  me  to 
determine :  but  this  every  one  may  forefee, 
that  much  will  depend  on  the  future  flate  of 
our  commerce.  If  by  an  increafe  of  that 
(an  increafe  we  may  reasonably  hope  for,  if  our 
America  and  Weft  India  colonies  arc  not  check¬ 
ed  by  French  encroachments)  the  produce  of  the 
finking  fund  is  augmented,  the  religious,  and  in¬ 
violable  application  of  this  annual  lum  (without 
which  no  plan  of  payment  can  ever  fucceed) 
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will, 
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will,  in  cafe  we  be  fo  happy  as  to  enjoy  a  laft- 
ing  peace,  eaie  this  poor  country  of  great  part 
of  that  load  under  which  fhe  now  finks,  and 
under  the  weight  of  which,  I  fear,  it  will  be 
impoffible  for  it  ever  to  rife  again,  to  make  ef¬ 
forts  to  fave  itlelf  from  the  future  attempts  of 
our  inveterate  and  infidious  enemy. 

J 

But  if  the  increafe  of  commerce,  and  the  re¬ 
ligious  application  of  the  Jinking  fund,  will  be  a 
foundation  for  deviling  fome  fcheme  of  reduc¬ 
ing  our  debt;  under  fuch  a  prince  as  we  now 
have,  and  with  fuch  a  parliament  as  we  now 
wifh  to  have,  what  may  we  not  alfo  expeCt,  by 
a  due  attention  to  national  ceconomy  ?  —  Were 
a  minute  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  unne- 
ceflary  expence  in  collecting  our  revenue,  and 
into  the  infinite  and  abominable  abufes  and  frauds 
that  are  praCtifed,  in  aim  oft  every  branch  of 
it,  I  make  not  the  leaft  doubt,  that  fuch  an  an¬ 
nual  faving  could  he  made,  as  would  he  of  the 
higheft  confequence  in  the  prefent  diftreffed 
circumftances  of  the  ftate.  Want  of  ceconomy, 
and  culpable  profufion,  will  loon  diforder  the 
affairs  of  the  richcft  perfon ;  but  one  whofe 
eftate  is  loaded  with  tenfold  mortgages,  muPt 

,  ,  .  o  tD  1 

be  a  madman,  who  goes  on  in  a  courle  of  wan¬ 
ton  riot,  and  fufters  himfelf  to  be  preyed  upon 
by  a  fvvarm  of  unneceflary,  dilhoneft,  and  ex-  * 
penfive  domeftics.  Were  an  honeft  parliament 
to  look  into  the  management  of  our  cuflorn- 
houfc ,  and  there  to  obferve,  that  there  is  fcarcely 
£  Angle  place  that  is  not  executed  by  deputies. 
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if  not  by  the  deputies  of  deputies;  were  they  to 
carry  on  their  inquiry  through  the  many  offices 
that  have  the  care  of  every  other  part  of  our 
income ;  they  would,  without  abolifhing  one 
place  really  ufeful,  or  diminiffiing  one  lalarv 
more  than  it  ought  to  be,  make  retrenchments 
that  would,  in  a  courfe  of  few  years,  eafe-us  of 
the  load  of  millions. 

The  Angle  article  of  unneceftary  pensions, 
which  times  of  corruption  have  fo  amaz¬ 
ingly  increafed,  would  be  an  annual  fund,  to 
enable  a  virtuous  monarch,  opprefted  by  his 
greedy  courtiers,  to  lend  a  rnoft  effectual  af- 
Aftance  towards  the  glorious  work  of  faving  the 
ftate.  Such  hath  been  the  fafhion  of  the  times, 
that  penAons  have  been  aAced,  for  every  rea- 
fon  but  the  Angle  one,  for  which  they  ought 
to  be  given, —  the  indigence  of  the  pensioner  ; 
nay,  they  have  been  increafed,  in  proportion  as 
the  perfons  who  obtained  them  were  opulent. 
To  fuch  an  unhappy  Aate  hath  the  crown  been 
reduced,  that  al  mo  A:  every  great  man,  who  is 
turned  out  of  employment,  or  who  retires  from 
it,  though  he  is  mafter  of  a  noble  eftate,  and 
has  added  to  his  wealth  by  his  places,  thinks 
he  has  a  right  to  be  put  upon  the  lift  of  pen ~ 
/toners ,  and  to  have  thoufands  a  year  fettled 
upon  him  for  life.  In  order  to  expofe  the  ab- 
furdity  of  all  fuch  extravagant  profuAon  of  the 
public  money,  conftder  how  many  perfons  are 
rendered  miferable,  by  this  feeming  piece  of 
good  nature?  What  loads  we  entail  upon  our 

„  unhappy 
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unhappy  pofterity,  whofe  teeth  will  be  fet  on4 
edge  by  the  four  grapes  their  great,  great  grand¬ 
fathers  have  tailed,  to  feed  one  luxurious  and 
expenfive  man?  — —  If  the  penfion  be  4000  1.  a 
year,  four  thoufand  midling  families  muft  con¬ 
tribute  to  bear  his  extravagance:  twenty  (hil¬ 
lings  a  year  muft  be  continued  on  4000  houfes, 
to  enable  him  to  make  a  birth-day  dinner,  or  to 
flake  his  thoufands  at  a  Pharoah  table.  For  the 
future  let  us  denominate  penlions,  by  the 
name  of  taxes ;  and  fay  that  my  lord  fuch  a 
one  runs  away  with  the  fortieth  part  of  the  fait 
duty ;  that  another  fpends  about  two  thirds  a 
year,  out  of  the  tax  on  tallow ;  and  that  a 
third  drinks  prodigioufty  deep,  from  the  fevere 
additional  duty  on  Porter's  ale. 


But  befides  devifing  means  of  payment,  an 
honeft,  and  independent  parliament  will  find  it 
incumbent  on  them,  to  enquire  immediately  in¬ 
to  the  firft  rife,  and  the  rapid  progrefs  of  our 
prefent  amazingly  multiplied  incumbrances. 


If  we  Ihould  take  up  the  confideration  of 
this  important  affair,  from  the  year  1716,  when 
the  finking  fund  was  firft  eftablifhed,  or  from 
any  other  later  period,  we  (hall  find  that  fcarce- 
ly  any  of  the  debt  which  we  now  groan  un¬ 
der,  has  ever  been  accounted  for ;  and  I  fancy 
it  will  be  extremely  difficult  ever  to  account 
for  it  properly  to  the  public.  Not  one,  per¬ 
haps,  for  many  years,  of  the  money-offices, 
has  ever  thought  of  palling  any  account ;  and 
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a  paymafter ,  who  has  been  dead  fome  years, 
when  he  was  afked  how  he  intended  to  pafs 
fome  intricate  accounts,  had  the  honefty,  or 
rather  the  effrontery  to  own,  with  a  fmile, 
that  he  never  defigned  they  fhould  be  paffed.  I 
wifh  this  may  not  be  a  principle  adopted  by  our 
public  officers  in  general,  who  without  fear  of 
inquiry,  or  cenfure,  daily  fuffer  moft  amazing 
fums  to  pafs  through  their  hands,  which  I  am 
fure  can  never  be  accounted  for  by  the  regular 
ways  of  the  Exchequer.  How  is  it  poffible,  for 
inftance,  to  produce  fatisfadlory  vouchers  for 
the  incredible  amount  of  our  German  contin¬ 
gencies  ?  Can  the  confufed  expences  of  our 
Weft  India,  and  American  expeditions,  ever  be 
fufficiently  explained  ?  —  And  furely  it  is  high¬ 
ly  unreafonable  that  privy  feals  fhould  be  grant¬ 
ed,  to  indemnify  thofe  who  are  accountable  for 
the  expenditure  of  fuch  fums;  at  leaft  till  the 
chaos  has  been  brought  into  fome  order,  by  par¬ 
liamentary  examination. 

But  nothing  will  be  more  neceflary,  when 
the  hor.eft  days  of  ferious  inquiry  commence, 
than  to  fift  to  the  bottom  the  ftate  of  the  navy 
accounts.  For  the  management  of  this  branch 
of  our  fervice  has  been  as  extravagant,  as  it  is 
little  underftood.  I  almoft  bluffi  to  mention 
(but  the  facft  is  too  certain)  that  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  particularly,  eftimates  feem  to  have  been 
annually  laid  before  parliament,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  form,  and  without  the  leaft  intention  of 
adapting  the  expence  of  the  fleet  to  the  fup- 
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plies  afked  and  obtained.  And  this  has  now 
been  pra&ifed  fo  long,  without  controul,  that 
parliaments  have  had  but  little  or  nothing  left 
for  them  to  do,  with  regard  to  this  great  article, 
but  to  find  out  funds  to  anfwer  navy  debts 
of  four  or  five  millions ,  which,  from  time  to 
time,  they  are  told  have  been  incurred,  by  the 
fiats  of  a  navy  or  victualling  board.  But  the 
affumed  authority  of  fuch  fubordinate  offices, 
in  loading  the  nation  with  debts  without  the 
knowledge  of  parliament,  is  not  the  only  point 
that  requires  to  be  regulated  >  fomething  muft 
be  done  to  introduce  ceconomy,  the  want  of 
which,  in  the  affairs  of  our  marine  at  prefect, 
we  have  but  too  much  to  lament.  Can  it  be 
furprizing,  that  our  navy  debt  fo  amazingly  in- 
creafes,  when  we  refleCt  that  the  public  buys 
its  ftores,  its  provifions,  hires  its  tranfports,  and 
makes  its  contrails,  at  a  monftrous  difadvan- 
tage?  Every  one  in  the  leaft  acquainted  with 
the  courfe  of  the  navy ,  muft  own  the  truth  of 
this  moft  melancholy  fa£t;  and,  therefore,  it 
will  be  highly  worthy  to  be  enquired  into,  and 
to  be  remedied  by  a  diligent  and  honeft  com¬ 
mittee,  to  whofe  care,  we  truft,  the  enfuing 
parliament  will  refer  the  ftate  of  our  navy, 
which  of  late  years  hath  been  fo  copious  a 
fource  of  incumbrances.  And  while  fuch  an 
enquiry  will  be  of  infinite  ufe,  in  prevent¬ 
ing  future  unneceffary  expences,  in  fitting 
out  our  fleets,  may  we  not  alio  hope  it  will 
be  of  real  feivice  to  the  public,  to  be  able 
to  calculate  how  many  millions  have  been  ex- 
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pended  to  refit  our  fhips,  fhattered  by  braving  the 
feafons,  without  blocking  up  the  enemy,  in  the 
Bay  of  Bifcay  ;  and  to  maintain  our  numerous 
fquadrons,  fo  long  employed  in  hedging  in  the 
cuckow ,  in  the  river  Vilaine. 

There  is  one  article  in  the  accounts  of  the 
navy,  of  a  very  extraordinary  nature.  If  any 
one  will  look  into  them,  he  will  find  that  very 
confiderable  fums  remain  in  the  hands  of  feve- 
ral  right  honourable  gentlemen, who  formerly  have 
been  treafurers.  Thefe  fums,  indeed,  are  faid 
to  be  retained  till  they  may  be'able  to  pafs  their 
accounts,  and  to  pay  for  the  charges  of  pafiing 
them.  But  ought  it  to  be  permitted,  to  lock 
up  for  many  years,  fo  much  public  money,  at 
a  time  when  we  are  obliged  to  pay  off  one  bit  of 
paper  with  another,  and  are  reduced  to  the 
comfortable  fituation  of  fending  navy  bills  into  the 
market,  at  a  difcount  of  above  ten  per  cent  t — • 
Befides,  may  I  afk  where  does  that  money  lye 
at  intereft  ?  and  who  is  to  have  the  advantage 
of  it  ?  Thefe  are  queftions  very  proper  to  be 
afked ;  and  as  I  have  before  taken  notice,  that 
k  has  been  ufual  to  give  confiderable  penlions, 
to  every  one  turned  out  of  employment,  I  hope 
that,  at  lead:,  treafurers  of  the  navy ,  who  have 
perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of 
public  money  circulating  in  Change  Alley,  or 
fixed  in  mortgages,  for  many  years  after  they 
have  ceafed  to  have  the  place,  will  be  thought 
to  have  no  claim  to  the  king’s  bounty  as  pen- 
fioners. — Happy  had  it  been  for  this  country,  if 
all  our  public  officers  had  been  animated  by  the 

I  fame 


lame  diiinterefted  fpirit,  which  has  diftinguifh- 
ed,  ia  fo  remarkable  a  manner,  the  character 
of  one  gentleman,  who  once  enjoyed  the  em¬ 
ployment  we  now  fpeak  of!  who  quitted  it, 
perhaps  from  a  midaken,  but  certainly  from  a 
generous  delicacy  of  fentiment,  worthier  of  praife 
than  of  imitation  ;  and  whom  we  now  fee  retir¬ 
ing  from  the  fenatorial  chair  he  has  filled  with 
fo  much  dignity,  for  above  thirty  years,  like 
another  Cincinnatus ;  fuperior  to  the  glare  of 
proffered  titles ;  rich  in  the  applaufe  of  every 
honefl:  man,  and  in  the  pleafing  feelings  of  felf- 
approbation,  —  a  reward  that  the  patriot  alone 
can  enjoy,  and  which  accumulated  treafures 
cannot  purchafe. 

The  fums  retained  by  fome  late  treafur- 
ers  of  the  navy  (on  whom,  however,  1  mean 
to  throw  no  particular  blame)  call  to  my  mind 
another  article  very  little  known,  and  hard¬ 
ly  underdood.  I  mean  the  date  of  the  mo¬ 
ney  due  to  the  marines ,  who  ferved  during  the 
lad  war.  No  account  of  this  has  been  given, 
I  think,  ever  iince  1 746.  What  then  is  become 
of  the  money?  It  is  well  known  it  has  been  if- 
lued  by  parliament, — and  it  is  as  well  known  that 
the  poor  officers  and  men,  of  the  refpedtive  re¬ 
giments,  have  never  received  it. — If  they  could 
not  make  up  their  regimental  accounts  in  form, 
were  not  inch  perfons  the  proper  objedfs  to  be  af- 
lifted  by  privy  ieals  i  Or  if  they  were  not  to  be  fo 
much  favored,  whv,  after  fo  many  years,  has  not 
the  money  in  queftion  been  applied  to  the  public 
iervice,  and  not  left  in  the  hands  of  a  few  grip- 
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ing  agents  and  fecretaries,  who  have  but  too 
many  other  means  of  preying  on  the  public  ? 

But,  before  the  miferable  condition  of  our  fi¬ 
nances  can  be  effectually  inquired  into,  befides 
appointment  of  feleft,  nay  fecret  commit¬ 
tees  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  public  flat¬ 
ters  itfelf,  that  the  wifdom  of  the  legis¬ 
lature  will  go  farther,  and  ereCt,  by  a£t  of 
parliament,  •  a  commijjion  for  taking  and  fating 
the  public  accounts  :  the  commiffioners  to  be 
chofen  from  amongft  the  greateft  and  ableft 
men  of  the  kingdom,  of  both  houfes,  or  other- 
wife  ;  to  continue  for  years  together  (if  it  fhould 
be  neceflary)  to  fit  where,  and  at  what  time 
they  pleafe  ;  aflifted  by  the  ableft  clerks  they 
can  find;  and  vefted  with  unlimited  power  over 
all  the  public  offices ;  to  fcrutinize  into  all  the 
money  tranfaCtions  that  have  paffed  of  late 
years ;  to  make  reports,  from  time  to  time,  to 
parliament,  of  the  progrefs  they  may  make  in 
cleanfing  the  Augcean  [table,  and  to  call  for 
parliamentary  cenfures,  if  neceflary.  The  pub¬ 
lic  debt  is  a  wound  that  muft  be  probed  to  the 
bottom :  not  with  a  furious  and  malicious  in¬ 
tent  to  fearch  for,  and  to  find  out  delinquents, 
but  with  an  honeft  view,  to  fave  a  finking  con- 

ftitution,  and  the  liberties  of  this  country.  But 
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if  any  delinquents  fhould  be  found  out,  though 
I  could  with  every  thing  was  done  with  as  little 
feverity  as  poffible,  furely  it  is  better  that  fome 
few  of  the  moft  culpable  fhould  be  fingled  our, 
as  they  ought  to  be,  rather  than  that  the  nation, 
bv  a  general  bankruptcy,  fhould  be  thrown  into 
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a  mod:  calamitous  defolation.  And  may  we  not 
reafonably  hope  that  an  inftance  or  two,  of 
fevere  animadverfion  on  domeftic  mifmanage- 
ments  will,  for  the  future,  imprint  this  import¬ 
ant  lelfon  on  the  mind  of  every  one,  v/hofe 
office  makes  him  accountable  to  the  ffate,  that 
no  connections  are  ftrong  enough  to  fcreen  cor- 
r upturn,  and  that  public  robbery  is  as  dangerous 
as  it  is  criminal  ? 

v  ,  .  -  .  '  •  •  -  I  ■  i 

And  now,  after  enumerating  the  above  par¬ 
ticulars  which  have  occurred  to  me,  on  taking 
a  curfory  view  of  our  prefent  iituation,  it  can¬ 
not  furely  be  neceffary,  before  I  conclude,  to 
mention  any  more  faCts  (though  many  more 
might  be  mentioned)  to  convince  my  readers, 
how  little  is  known  of  the  real  application  of 
the  immenfe  fums  voted  of  late  years  by  par¬ 
liament  ;  and  how  neceffary  it  will  be  to  have 
a  day  of  parliamentary  reckoning  for  all  thefe 
matters.  The  diftrefTes  of  the  date  point  it 
out :  the  voice  of  the  nation  loudlv  demands  it ; 
and,  what  is  mod  confiderable,  we  have  a  fo- 
vereign,  who  renounces  the  mean  arts  of  ve¬ 
nal  adminiflration,  by  which  alone  the  much 

wiffied  for  inquiry,  can  be  obftrudted.  - - 

Motions  for  reforming  any  abufe,  or  redreffing 
any  grievance,  will  ftand  but  little  chance  of 
fucceeding,  if  oppofed  by  the  crown.  But 
when  the  firft  advances  towards  this  reforma¬ 
tion,  when  the  firft  fteps  towards  this  redrefs 
are  made  voluntarily  by  the  crown,  nothing  re¬ 
mains  to  infure  their  fuccefs,  but  fuch  a  con¬ 
duit  in  the  people,  as  may  ffiew,  that  they 

are 
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are  not  altogether  unworthy  of  fuch  a  prince, 
•and  of  fuch  valuable  privileges,  as  he  calls  up¬ 
on  them  to  preferve. 

t  *  f  .  , 
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Let  every  honefl  man,  therefore,  exert  him- 
felt  at  the  approaching  elections,  that  a  par¬ 
liament  may  be  chofen  of  honefl  men  ;  of  men 
of  independent  fortunes,  but  loyal  principles  ; 
men,  whole  inclination  it  may  be  to  fupport 
the  throne  and  the  conftitution,  againft  minif- 
terial  infolence,  and  corrupt  adminiflration. 
And,  if  the  landed  gentlemen  of  England  do 
their  duty,  on  this  important  occafion  j  if  they 
improve,  as  they  ought  to  do,  the  advantages 
fo  generoufly  offered  to  them,  by  the  check 
given  to  the  undue  influence  of  government ; 
corrupted  as  the  morals  of  the  electors,  in 
too  many  of  our  boroughs  are,  by  a  long  ha¬ 
bit  of  proflitution,  there  is  a  fair  and  reafon- 
able  profpedf,  that  we  may,  upon  the  whole, 
fee  fuch  an  aflembly  of  reprefentatives,  as  will 
co-operate  with  his.  majeffy,  in  carrying  his 
gracious  purpofes  into  execution. 

I  know  too  well,  that  there  is  not  wanting 
amongff  us,  a  fet  of  men  who  affedt  to  ridi¬ 
cule  every  attempt  to  reform  the  nation,  and 
to  reftore  the  conftitution,  as  a  wild  Eutopian 
fcheme,  and  impofiible  to  be  put  in  pradtice ; 
nay,  who  (as  far  as  they  dare  venture  to  do  it) 
try  to  render  all  amiable  and  virtuous  inclina¬ 
tions  contemptible,  even  in  the  highejl  perfon , 
where  they  are  moft  eminently  confpicuous. — 
Jf  candidates  of  this  fort  offer  themfelves  to  re- 

prefent 
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prefent  us,  we  cannot  furely  be  fo  infatuated 
as  to  delegate  to  them  a  truft,  which,  we  may 
be  certain,  they  mean  to  betray.  By  trufting 
men  of  fuch  profligate  principles,  on  former 
occafions,  the  foundations  of  our  prefent  dif- 
trefs  were  laid ;  and  reprefentatives  of  a  differ¬ 
ent  character  muft  now  be  chofen,  if  we  would 
ever  hope  to  emerge,  from  the  dregs  oi corrup¬ 
tion,  into  virtuous  liberty ,  and  conftitutional 
independence. 
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